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§ 14-188(a)

P R I M A  F A C I E  
E V I D E N C E

On a prosecution in any court for keeping a disorderly house or bawdy house, or 
permitting a house to be used as a bawdy house, or used in such a way as to make 
it disorderly, or a common nuisance, evidence of the general reputation or character 
of the house shall be admissible and competent; and evidence of the lewd, dissolute 
and boisterous conversation of the inmates and frequenters, while in and around 
such house, shall be prima facie evidence of the bad character of the inmates and 
frequenters, and of the disorderly character of the house.  The manager or person 
having the care, superintendency or government of a disorderly house or bawdy house 
is the "keeper" thereof, and one who employs another to manage and conduct a 
disorderly house or bawdy house is also "keeper" thereof.

§ 14-188(b) On a prosecution in any court for keeping a disorderly house or a bawdy house, or 
permitting a house to be used as a bawdy house or used in such a way to make it 
disorderly or a common nuisance, the of�fense shall constitute a Class 2 misdemeanor.
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