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§ 14-178(a) Of�fense. - A person commits the of�fense of incest if the person engages in carnal 
intercourse with the person's (i) grandparent or grandchild, (ii) parent or child or 
stepchild or legally adopted child, (iii) brother or sister of the half or whole blood, or 
(iv) uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece.

§ 14-178(b)

C L A S S  B 1  /  C  /  F  
F E L O N Y

Punishment and Sentencing. -

(1) A person is guilty of a Class B1 felony if either of the following occurs:

a.	The person commits incest against a child under the age of 13 and the person is 
at least 12 years old and is at least four years older than the child when the incest 
occurred.

b.	The person commits incest against a child who is 13, 14, or 15 years old and the 
person is at least six years older than the child when the incest occurred.

(2) A person is guilty of a Class C felony if the person commits incest against a 
child who is 13, 14, or 15 and the person is more than four but less than six 
years older than the child when the incest occurred.

(3) In all other cases of incest, the parties are guilty of a Class F felony.

§ 14-178(c) No Liability for Children Under 16. - No child under the age of 16 is liable under this 
section if the other person is at least four years older when the incest occurred.
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A P P A R A T U S  I

1 3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1879 1941 2002

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1879 c. 16, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1879 Code, s. 1060 A M E N D E D

03 Rev. s. 3351 R E C O D I F I E D

04 1911 c. 16 A M E N D E D

05 C.S. s. 4337 R E C O D I F I E D

06 1965 c. 132 A M E N D E D

07 1979 c. 760, s. 5 A M E N D E D

08 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47 A M E N D E D

09 1981 c. 63, s. 1 A M E N D E D

10 1981 c. 179, s. 14 A M E N D E D

11 1993 c. 539, s. 1192 A M E N D E D

12 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) A M E N D E D

13 2002 S.L. 2002-119, s. 1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-178 (2002).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-178(a) (2002).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1879, c. 16, s. 1; Code, s. 1060; Rev., s. 3351; 1911, c. 16; C.S., s. 4337; 1965, c. 132; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, 
s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 1192; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2002-119, s. 1.)
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