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§ 14-168.5(a)

P R I M A  F A C I E  
E V I D E N C E

Prima Facie Evidence. - It shall be prima facie evidence of intent to commit a crime as 
set forth in G.S. 14-167, 14-168, and 14-168.1 when one who has, by written instrument, 
leased or rented a truck, automobile, or other motor vehicle owned by another:

(1) Failed or refused to return the vehicle to the lessor or rentor at the place 
specif�ied after the lease, bailment, or rental agreement has expired, within 
72 hours after written demand for the vehicle is made in accordance with 
subsection (b) of this section; or

(2) When the leasing or rental of the vehicle is obtained by presentation of 
identif�ication to the lessor or rentor of the vehicle which is false, f�ictitious, 
or knowingly not current as to name, address, place of employment, or other 
identif�ication.

§ 14-168.5(b) Method of Demand; When Ef�fective. -

(1) Demand for return of a leased or rented truck, automobile, or other motor 
vehicle may be made in one of three ways:

a.	By personal service in accordance with Rule 4(j) of the North Carolina Rules of Civil 
Procedure.

b.	By certif�ied mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the last known address 
provided in the lease, bailment, or rental agreement.
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c.	By depositing the demand with a designated delivery service authorized pursuant 
to 26 U.S.C. § 7502(f)(2) addressed to the last known address provided in the lease, 
bailment, or rental agreement.

(2) Demand is ef�fective upon hand delivery to the last known address, three days 
after deposit by mail (even if the demand is returned as undeliverable), or upon 
delivery by a designated delivery service to the last known address. (2005-182, 
s. 3.)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 14-167 (a) "a crime as set forth in"
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F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-168.5 (2026).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-168.5(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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