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CHAPTER 14
ARTICLE 22 - DAMAGES AND OTHER OFFENSES TO LAND AND FIXTURES

N.C.G.S. § 14-159.4.

Cutting, mutilating, defacing, or otherwise
injuring property to obtain nonferrous
metals.
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§ 14-159.4(a) Definition of Nonferrous Metals. - For purposes of this section, the term "nonferrous

metals" means metals not containing significant quantities of iron or steel, including,
but not limited to, copper wire, copper clad steel wire, copper pipe, copper bars,
copper sheeting, aluminum other than aluminum cans, a product that is a mixture of
aluminum and copper, catalytic converters, lead-acid batteries, and stainless steel beer

kegs or containers.

§ 14-159.4(b) Prohibited Act. - It is unlawful for a person to willfully and wantonly cut, mutilate,
deface, or otherwise injure any personal or real property of another, including any
fixtures or improvements, for the purpose of obtaining nonferrous metals in any

amount.

§ 14-159.4(c) Punishment. - Violations of this section are punishable as follows:
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§ 14-159.4(d)
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Default. - If the direct injury is to property, and the amount of loss in value to the
property, the amount of repairs necessary to return the property to its condition
before the act, or the property loss (including fixtures or improvements) is less
than one thousand dollars ($1,000), a violation shall be punishable as a Class 1
misdemeanor. If the applicable amount is one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more,
but less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), a violation shall be punishable as

a Class H felony. If the applicable amount is ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or

more, aviolation shall be deemed an aggravated offense and shall be punishable

as a Class F felony.

When person suffers serious injury. - Unless the conduct is covered under some
other provision of law providing greater punishment, a violation of this section
that results in a serious injury to another person is punishable as a Class A1

misdemeanor.

When person suffers a serious bodily injury. - Unless the conduct is covered
under some other provision of law providing greater punishment, a violation of
this section that results in serious bodily injury to another person is punishable
as a Class F felony. For purposes of this subdivision, "serious bodily injury" is
as defined in G.S. 14-32.4.

When person is killed. - Unless the conduct is covered under some other
provision of law providing greater punishment, a violation of this section that

results in the death of another person is punishable as a Class D felony.

When critical infrastructure affected. - Unless the conduct is covered under
some other provision of law providing greater punishment, a violation of this
section that results in the disruption of communication or electrical service to
critical infrastructure or to more than 10 customers of the communication or

electrical service is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Liability. - This section does not create or impose a duty of care upon the owner of

personal or real property that would not otherwise exist under common law. A public

or private owner of personal or real property shall not be civilly liable:

)

To a person who is injured while committing or attempting to commit a

violation of this section.

To a person who is injured while a third party is committing or attempting to

commit a violation of this section.
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END OF SECTION TEXT
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1 AUTHORITY

APPARATUS III

COLOPHON

(3) For a person's injuries caused by a dangerous condition created as a result of
a violation of this section, when the owner does not know and could not have

reasonably known of the dangerous condition. (2012-46, s. 31.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section
itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S.14-32.4 ©@) "bodily injury" is as defined in"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-159.4 (2026).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-159.4(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 a3ea40cc...aa281a



