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CHAPTER 14
ARTICLE 22 - DAMAGES AND OTHER OFFENSES TO LAND AND FIXTURES

N.C.G.S. § 14-148.

Defacing or desecrating grave sites.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 04:24 UTC 53624d29f163d7eb232a5724 -
S.L.2007-122, s. 1 — eleventh 936287f7c00bab6bBb74abat -

Carolina, as published by the

. . . "
General Assembly actin the lineage fodlatooo1esse
§ 14-148(a) It is unlawful to willfully:
(1) Throw, place or put any refuse, garbage or trash in or on any cemetery.
(2) Take away, disturb, vandalize, destroy or change the location of any stone, brick,

iron or other material or fence enclosing a cemetery without authorization of

law or consent of the surviving spouse or next of kin of the deceased.

(3) Take away, disturb, vandalize, destroy, or tamper with any shrubbery, flowers,
plants or other articles planted or placed within any cemetery to designate
where human remains are interred or to preserve and perpetuate the memory
and name of any person, without authorization of law or the consent of the

surviving spouse or next of kin.

§ 14-148(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to:

(1) Ordinary maintenance and care of a cemetery by the owner, caretaker, or other
person acting to facilitate cemetery operations by keeping the cemetery free

from accumulated debris or other signs of neglect.
(2) Conduct that is punishable under G.S. 14-149.

(3) A professional archaeologist as defined in G.S. 70-28(4) acting pursuant to the
provisions of Article 3 of Chapter 70 of the General Statutes.

§ 14-148(c) Violation of this section is a Class I felony if the damage caused by the violation is
CLASS | FELONY one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more. Any other violation of this section is a Class

1 misdemeanor. In passing sentence, the court shall consider the appropriateness of
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restitution or reparation as a condition of probation under G.S. 15A-1343(b)(9) as an

alternative to actual imposition of a fine, jail term, or both.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1840 1924 2007
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
ot 1840 c.6 ENACTED
02 1840 R.C., c. 34, s. 102 AMENDED
L) 1840 Code, s. 1088 AMENDED
04 Rev. s. 3680 RECODIFIED
05 C.S. s. 4320 RECODIFIED
06 1969 c. 987 AMENDED
o7 1981 .752,5.1 AMENDED
08 1981 c.853,s. 4 AMENDED
09 1993 c.539,s.87 AMENDED
= 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) AMENDED
H 2007 S.L. 2007-122, 5. 1 AMENDED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 14-149 (0)(2) "Conduct that is punishable under"

G.S. 70-28(4) (0)3) "A professional archaeologist as defined in"
G.S. 15A-1343(b)(9) () "as a condition of probation under"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-148 (2007).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-148(a) (2007).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1840, c. 6; R.C., c. 34, 5. 102; Code, s. 1088; Rev., s. 3680; C.S., s. 4320; 1969, c. 987; 1981, c. 752, s. 1; c. 853, s. 4; 1993, c. 539,
s. 87; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2007-122, s. 1.)
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