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CHAPTER 14
ARTICLE 22 - DAMAGES AND OTHER OFFENSES TO LAND AND FIXTURES

N.C.G.S. § 14-144.

Injuring houses, churches, fences and
walls.
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General Assembly

If any person shall, by any other means than burning or attempting to burn, unlawfully and willfully
demolish, destroy, deface, injure or damage any of the houses or other buildings mentioned in Article
15 (Arson and Other Burnings) of this Chapter; or shall by any other means than burning or attempting
to burn unlawfully and willfully demolish, pull down, destroy, deface, damage or injure any church,
uninhabited house, outhouse or other house or building not mentioned in such article; or shall unlawfully
and willfully burn, destroy, pull down, injure or remove any fence, wall or other enclosure, or any part
thereof, surrounding or about any yard, garden, cultivated field or pasture, or about any church or graveyard,
or about any factory or other house in which machinery is used, every person so offending shall be punished

as follows:
If the damage is five thousand dollars ($5,000) or less, the person is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.

If the damage is more than five thousand dollars ($5,000), the person is guilty of a Class I felony. (R.C., c.
34,5.103; Code, s. 1062; Rev., s. 3673; C.S., s. 4317; 1957, c. 250, s. 2; 1969, c. 1224, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 83; 1994,
Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2008-15, s. 1; 2009-570, s. 3.)

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED
UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 c443666e...992975



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 14-144

APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-144 (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 c443666€...992975




