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§ 139-2(a) Legislative  Determinations.  -  It  is  hereby  declared,  as  a  matter  of  legislative 
determination:

(1) The Condition. - The farm, forest and grazing lands of the State of North 
Carolina are among the basic assets of the State and the preservation of these 
lands is necessary to protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare 
of its people; improper land-use practices have caused and have contributed to, 
and are now causing and contributing to, a progressively more serious erosion 
of the farm and grazing lands of this State by wind and water; the breaking 
of natural grass, plant, and forest cover has interfered with the natural factors 
of soil stabilization, causing loosening of soil and exhaustion of humus, and 
developing a soil condition that favors erosion; the topsoil is being blown and 
washed out of f�ields and pastures; there has been an accelerated washing of 
sloping f�ields; these processes of erosion by wind and water speed up with 
removal of absorptive topsoil, causing exposure of less absorptive and less 
protective but more erosive subsoil; failure by any land occupier to conserve 
the soil and control erosion upon his lands causes a washing and blowing of 
soil and water from his lands onto other lands and makes the conservation of 
soil and control of erosion on such other lands dif�f�icult or impossible.
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(2) The Consequences. - The consequences of such soil erosion in the form of 
soil-blowing and soil-washing are the silting and sedimentation of stream 
channels, reservoirs, dams, ditches, and harbors; the loss of fertile soil material 
in dust storms; the piling up of soil on lower slopes, and its deposit over alluvial 
plains; the reduction in productivity or outright ruin of rich bottomlands by 
overwash of poor subsoil material, sand, and gravel swept out of the hills; 
deterioration of soil and its fertility, deterioration of crops grown thereon, and 
declining acre yields despite development of scientif�ic processes for increasing 
such yields; loss of soil and water which causes destruction of food and cover 
for wildlife; a blowing and washing of soil into streams which silts over 
spawning beds, and destroys water plants, diminishing the food supply of f�ish; 
a diminishing of the underground water reserve, which causes water shortages, 
intensif�ies periods of drought, and causes crop failures; an increase in the speed 
and volume of rainfall runof�f, causing severe and increasing f�loods, which bring 
suf�fering, disease, and death; impoverishment of families attempting to farm 
eroding and eroded lands; damage to roads, highways, railways, farm buildings, 
and other property from f�loods and from dust storms; and losses in navigation, 
hydroelectric power, municipal water supply, drainage developments, farming, 
and grazing.
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(3) The Appropriate Corrective Methods. - To conserve soil resources and control 
and prevent soil erosion and prevent f�loodwater and sediment damages, 
and further the conservation, utilization, and disposal of water, and the 
development of water resources it is necessary that land-use practices 
contributing to soil wastage and soil erosion be discouraged and discontinued, 
and appropriate soil-conserving land-use practices and works of improvement 
for f�lood prevention or the conservation, utilization, and disposal of water 
and the development of water resources be adopted and carried out. Among 
the procedures necessary for widespread adoption, are the carrying on 
of engineering operations such as the construction of terraces, terrace 
outlets, check-dams, desilting basins, f�loodwater retarding structures, channel 
improvements, f�loodways, dikes, ponds, ditches, and the like; the utilization of 
strip cropping, lister furrowing, contour cultivating, contour furrowing, farm 
drainage, land irrigation; seeding and planting of waste, sloping, abandoned, 
or eroded lands with water-conserving and erosion-preventing plants, trees, 
and grasses; forestation and reforestation; rotation of crops; soil stabilization 
with trees, grasses, legumes, and other thick-growing, soil-holding crops; 
the addition of soil amendments, manurial materials, and fertilizers for 
the correction of soil def�iciencies and to promote increased growth of 
soil-protecting crops; retardation of runof�f by increasing absorption of rainfall; 
and retirement from cultivation of steep, highly erosive areas and areas now 
badly gullied or otherwise eroded.

§ 139-2(b) Declaration of Policy. - It is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature to 
provide for the conservation of the soil and soil resources of this State, and for 
the control and prevention of soil erosion, and for the prevention of f�loodwater 
and sediment damages, and for furthering the conservation, utilization, and disposal 
of water, and the development of water resources and thereby to preserve natural 
resources, control f�loods, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, assist in 
maintaining the navigability of rivers  and harbors, preserve wildlife, protect the tax 
base, protect public lands, and protect and promote the health, safety and general 
welfare of the people of this State.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1948 1959

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1937 c. 393, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 1947 c. 131, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1959 c. 781, ss. 2, 3 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 139-2 (1959).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 139-2(a) (1959).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
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H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1937, c. 393, s. 2; 1947, c. 131, s. 1; 1959, c. 781, ss. 2, 3.)
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