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CHAPTER 136
ARTICLE 3 - STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM

N.C.G.S. § 136-51.

Maintenance of county public roads vested
in Department of Transportation.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 01:24 UTC efcebaf2c349e774c7692517 -
S.L. 2007-428, s. 3 — sixth act f463cd0fcd6a74432ee3b9a8 -

Carolina, as published by the . )
in the lineage 6efd16d6eb2a3d93
General Assembly

From and after July 1, 1931, the exclusive control and management and responsibility for all public roads
in the several counties shall be vested in the Department of Transportation as hereinafter provided, and all
county, district, and township highway or road commissioners, by whatever name designated, and whether

created under public, public-local, or private acts, shall be abolished:

Provided, that for the purpose of providing for the payment of any bonded or other indebtedness, and for the
interest thereon, that may be outstanding as an obligation of any county, district, or township commission
herein abolished, the boards of county commissioners of the respective counties are hereby constituted
fiscal agents, and are vested with authority and it shall be their duty to levy such taxes on the taxable
property or persons within the respective county, district, or township by or for which said bonds or other
indebtedness were issued or incurred and as are now authorized by law to the extent that the same may be
necessary to provide for the payment of such obligations; and the respective commissions herein abolished
shall on or before July 1, 1931, turn over to said boards of county commissioners any moneys on hand
or evidences of indebtedness properly applicable to the discharge of any such indebtedness (except such
moneys as are mentioned in paragraph (a) above); and all uncollected special road taxes shall be payable
to said boards of county commissioners, and the portion of said taxes applicable to indebtedness shall be
applied by said commissioners to said indebtedness, or invested in a sinking fund according to law. All
that portion of said taxes or other funds coming into the hands of said county commissioners and properly
applicable to the maintenance or improvement of the public roads of the county shall be held by them as a

special road fund and disbursed upon proper orders of the Department of Transportation.

Provided, further, that in order to fully carry out the provisions of this section the respective boards of

county commissioners are vested with full authority to prosecute all suitable legal actions.
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Nothing in this section shall prevent a county from participating in the cost of rights-of-way, construction,
reconstruction, improvement, or maintenance of a road on the State highway system under agreement with
the Department of Transportation. A county is authorized and empowered to acquire land by dedication
and acceptance, purchase, or eminent domain and make improvements to portions of the State highway
system lying within or outside the county limits utilizing local funds that have been authorized for that
purpose. The provisions of G.S. 153A-15 apply to any county attempting to acquire property outside its
limits. All improvements to the State highway system shall be done in accordance with the specifications

and requirements of the Department of Transportation.

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED
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6 ACTS

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

L1 1 1 1 1
1931 1969 2007

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1931 c.145,5.7 ENACTED
02 1933 . 172,5.17 AMENDED
= 1957 c.65,5. 11 AMENDED
L 1973 €.507,s.5 AMENDED
05 1977 c.464,5.7.1 AMENDED
06 2007 S.L. 2007-428, 5. 3 AMENDED

APPARATUS II
1 AUTHORITY

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 153A-15 "for that purpose. The provisions of”
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 136-51 (2007).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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