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§ 132-1(a) "Public record" or "public records" shall mean all documents, papers, letters, maps, 
books, photographs, f�ilms, sound recordings, magnetic or other tapes, electronic 
data-processing records, artifacts, or other documentary material, regardless of 
physical form or characteristics, made or received pursuant to law or ordinance 
in connection with the transaction of public business by any agency of North 
Carolina government or its subdivisions. Agency of North Carolina government or 
its subdivisions shall mean and include every public of�f�ice, public of�f�icer or of�f�icial 
(State or local, elected or appointed), institution, board, commission, bureau, council, 
department, authority or other unit of government of the State or of any county, unit, 
special district or other political subdivision of government.

§ 132-1(b) The public records and public information compiled by the agencies of North Carolina 
government or its subdivisions are the property of the people. Therefore, it is the 
policy of this State that the people may obtain copies of their public records and public 
information free or at minimal cost unless otherwise specif�ically provided by law. 
As used herein, "minimal cost" shall mean the actual cost of reproducing the public 
record or public information.

§ 132-1(c) Article 17 of Chapter 120 of the General Statutes shall govern all records and 
information of the legislative branch which shall be exempt from this Chapter, 
including documents as def�ined by G.S. 120-129.

§ 132-1(d) No political subdivision of this State may enter into a nondisclosure agreement in 
order to restrict access to public records subject to disclosure under this Chapter. 
The contract by which a political subdivision of this State agrees not to disclose 
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information deemed conf�idential under State law shall be a public record, unless 
the existence of the contract is also deemed conf�idential under State law. If a 
nondisclosure agreement is associated with one or more closed session meetings 
under Article 33C of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes, the nondisclosure agreement 
shall be included in the minutes of each closed session meeting.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

5  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1935 1979 2023

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1935 c. 265, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1975 c. 787, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1995 c. 388, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 2023 S.L. 2023-134, s. 27.7(f) A M E N D E D

05 2023 S.L. 2023-138, s. 5(b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 120-129 (c) "Chapter, including documents as def�ined by"

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 eb01eb90…08ec68



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 3 2 - 1

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 132-1 (2023).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 132-1(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1935, c. 265, s. 1; 1975, c. 787, s. 1; 1995, c. 388, s. 1; 2023-134, s. 27.7(f); 2023-138, s. 5(b).)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1
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