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§ 132-1.3(a) Public records, as def�ined in G.S. 132-1, shall include all settlement documents in 
any suit, administrative proceeding or arbitration instituted against any agency of 
North Carolina government or its subdivisions, as def�ined in G.S. 132-1, in connection 
with or arising out of such agency's of�f�icial actions, duties or responsibilities, except 
in an action for medical malpractice against a hospital facility.  No agency of North 
Carolina government or its subdivisions, nor any counsel, insurance company or other 
representative acting on behalf of such agency, shall approve, accept or enter into any 
settlement of any such suit, arbitration or proceeding if the settlement provides that its 
terms and conditions shall be conf�idential, except in an action for medical malpractice 
against a hospital facility.  No settlement document sealed under subsection (b) of this 
section shall be open for public inspection.

§ 132-1.3(b) No judge, administrative judge or administrative hearing of�f�icer of this State, nor 
any board or commission, nor any arbitrator appointed pursuant to the laws of 
North Carolina, shall order or permit the sealing of any settlement document in any 
proceeding described herein except on the basis of a written order concluding that (1) 
the presumption of openness is overcome by an overriding interest and (2) that such 
overriding interest cannot be protected by any measure short of sealing the settlement. 
 Such order shall articulate the overriding interest and shall include f�indings of fact 
that are suf�f�iciently specif�ic to permit a reviewing court to determine whether the 
order was proper.
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§ 132-1.3(c) Except for  conf�idential  communications as  provided in G.S.  132-1.1,  the term 
"settlement documents," as used herein, shall include all documents which ref�lect, 
or which are made or utilized in connection with, the terms and conditions upon 
which any proceedings described in this section are compromised, settled, terminated 
or dismissed, including but not limited to correspondence, settlement agreements, 
consent orders, checks, and bank drafts.
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1  A C T Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1989 1990
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1989 c. 326 E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 132-1 (a) "Public records, as def�ined in"

G.S. 132-1.1 (c) "for conf�idential communications as provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 132-1.3 (1989).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 132-1.3(a) (1989).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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(1989, c. 326.)
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