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The case of a patient who refuses or fails to leave the hospital upon discharge by the attending physician 
shall be reviewed by two physicians licensed to practice medicine in this State, one of whom may be the 
attending physician. If in the opinion of the physicians, the patient should be discharged as cured or as 
no longer needing treatment or for the reason that treatment cannot benef�it the patient's case or for other 
good and suf�f�icient reasons, the patient's refusal to leave shall constitute a trespass. The patient shall be 
guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.
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4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1965 1980 1994

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1965 c. 258 E N A C T E D

02 1983 c. 775, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1993 c. 539, s. 959 A M E N D E D

04 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) A M E N D E D
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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