NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 131E-170

CHAPTER 131E

.

ARTICLE 8 - CARDIAC REHABILITATION CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

N.C.G.S. § 131E-170.

Inspections.
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General Assembly

§ 131E-170(a)

§ 131E-170(b)

The Department shall make or cause to be made inspections of Cardiac Rehabilitation
Programs as it deems necessary. The Department is empowered to delegate to a State
officer, agent, board, bureau or division of State government the authority to make
these inspections according to the rules promulgated by the Department. In addition,
an individual who is not a State officer or agent and who is delegated the authority to
make these inspections must be approved by the Department. The Department may

revoke this delegated authority in its discretion.

Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 8-53, "Communications between physician
and patient," or any other provision of law relating to the confidentiality
of communications between physician and patient, the representatives of the
Department who make these inspections may review any writing or other record
in any recording medium which pertains to the admission, discharge, medication,
treatment, medical condition, or history of persons who are or have been patients
of the program being inspected unless that patient objects in writing to review of
that patient's records. Physicians, psychiatrists, nurses, and anyone else involved in
giving treatment at or through a program who may be interviewed by representatives
of the Department may disclose to these representatives information related to
any inquiry, notwithstanding the existence of the physician-patient privilege in
G.S. 8-53, "Communication between physician and patient," or any other rule of
law, provided the patient has not made written objection to this disclosure. The
program, its employees, and any person interviewed during these inspections shall be
immune from liability for damages resulting from the disclosure of any information

to the Department. Any confidential or privileged information received from review
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of records or interviews shall be kept confidential by the Department and not
disclosed without written authorization of the patient or legal representative, or unless
disclosure is ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction. The Department shall
institute appropriate policies and procedures to ensure that this information shall not
be disclosed without authorization or court order. The Department shall not disclose
the name of anyone who has furnished information concerning a facility without the
consent of that person. Neither the names of persons furnishing information nor any
confidential or privileged information obtained from records or interviews shall be
considered "public records" within the meaning of G.S. 132-1, "'Public records' def -
ined." Prior to releasing any information or allowing any inspections referred to in
this section, the patient must be advised in writing by the program that the patient
has the right to object in writing to the release of information or review of the records
and that by an objection in writing the patient may prohibit the inspection or release

of the records.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 8-53 (b) "Notwithstanding the provisions of”

G.S. 132-1 (b) ""public records" within the meaning of"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-170 (1983).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-170(a) (1983).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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