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§ 131E-158(a) Every ambulance when transporting a patient shall be occupied at a minimum by all 
of the following:

(1) At least one emergency medical technician who shall be responsible for the 
medical aspects of the mission prior to arrival at the medical facility, assuming 
no other individual with higher credentials is available.

(2) One emergency medical responder who is responsible for the operation of the 
vehicle and rendering assistance to the emergency medical technician.

An ambulance owned and operated by a licensed health care facility that is used solely 
to transport sick or inf�irm patients with known nonemergency medical conditions 
between facilities or between a residence and a facility for scheduled medical 
appointments is exempt from the requirements of this subsection.

§ 131E-158(a1) In the event of a declaration of a state of emergency by the Governor in accordance 
with Article 1 of Chapter 166A of the General Statutes, a declaration of a national 
emergency by the President of the United States, a declaration of a public health 
emergency by the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human 
Services, or a determination by the North Carolina Of�f�ice of Emergency Medical 
Services of the existence of an emergency that poses a risk to the health or safety of 
patients, the North Carolina Of�f�ice of Emergency Medical Services may temporarily 
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waive the requirements of subsection (a) of this section and allow ambulances to 
transport patients with a minimum of the following:

(1) At least one emergency medical technician who shall be responsible for all the 
medical aspects of the mission prior to arrival at the medical facility.

(2) A noncredentialed, licensed driver who has been screened in accordance with 
protocols approved by the EMS system and the North Carolina Of�f�ice of 
Emergency Medical Services, and who shall be responsible for the operation 
of the vehicle. A noncredentialed, licensed driver shall be responsible only for 
operation of the vehicle and shall not be responsible for any medical aspects of 
the mission or any patient care.

§ 131E-158(a2) Expired May 11, 2024, pursuant to Session Laws 2023-129, s. 10.1(b).

§ 131E-158(b) The Commission shall adopt rules setting forth exemptions to the requirements 
stated in subsection (a) of this section applicable to situations where exemptions are 
considered by the Commission to be in the public interest.

§ 131E-158(c) The North Carolina Of�f�ice of Emergency Medical Services and the Commission 
shall adopt rules to permit emergency medical services personnel to carry, openly or 
concealed, any pepper spray consistent with G.S. 14-401.6(a)(7). The rules adopted may 
require emergency medical services personnel to complete training which shall not 
exceed NC Basic Law Enforcement Training standards in the use of pepper spray and 
obtain the approval of the af�f�iliated EMS provider pursuant to its policy regarding 
use prior to carrying pepper spray and prohibit the discharge of pepper spray in 
the ambulance compartment during transport of the patient. For purposes of this 
subsection, the term "pepper spray" means a chemical irritant such as mace, oleoresin 
capsicum or pepper spray, or tear gas.
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1 3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1967 c. 343, s. 3 E N A C T E D

02 1973 c. 476, s. 128 A M E N D E D

03 1973 c. 725 A M E N D E D

04 1973 c. 1224, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1975 c. 612 A M E N D E D

06 1983 c. 775, s. 1 A M E N D E D

07 1989 c. 300 A M E N D E D

08 1997 S.L. 1997-443, s. 11A.129D A M E N D E D

09 2001 S.L. 2001-210, s. 1 A M E N D E D

10 2015 S.L. 2015-290, s. 2 A M E N D E D

11 2022 S.L. 2022-74, s. 9E.2(e) A M E N D E D

12 2023 S.L. 2023-129, s. 10.1(a) A M E N D E D

13 2025 S.L. 2025-42, s. 1(a) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 14-401.6(a)(7) (c) "concealed, any pepper spray consistent with"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-158 (2025).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-158(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1967, c. 343, s. 3; 1973, c. 476, s. 128; c. 725; c. 1224, s. 1; 1975, c. 612; 1983, c. 775, s. 1; 1989, c. 300; 1997-443, s. 11A.129D; 
2001-210, s. 1; 2015-290, s. 2; 2022-74, s. 9E.2(e); 2023-129, s. 10.1(a); 2025-42, s. 1(a).)
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