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As used in this Part, unless otherwise specif�ied:

"Ambulatory surgical facility" means a facility designed for the provision of a specialty ambulatory surgical 
program or a multispecialty ambulatory surgical program. An ambulatory surgical facility serves patients 
who require local, regional or general anesthesia and a period of post-operative observation. An ambulatory 
surgical facility may only admit patients for a period of less than 24 hours and must provide at least one 
designated operating room as def�ined in subdivision (1c) of this section or at least one gastrointestinal 
endoscopy room as def�ined in subdivision (1b) of this section and at least one designated recovery room, 
have available the necessary equipment and trained personnel to handle emergencies, provide adequate 
quality assurance and assessment by an evaluation and review committee, and maintain adequate medical 
records for each patient. An ambulatory surgical facility may be operated as a part of a physician or dentist's 
of�f�ice, provided the facility is licensed under G.S. Chapter 131E, Article 6, Part 4, but the performance of 
incidental, limited ambulatory surgical procedures which do not constitute an ambulatory surgical program 
as def�ined in subdivision (1a) and which are performed in a physician or dentist's of�f�ice does not make that 
of�f�ice an ambulatory surgical facility.

"Ambulatory surgical program" means a formal program for providing on a same-day basis those surgical 
procedures which require local, regional or general anesthesia and a period of post-operative observation 
to patients whose admission for more than 24 hours is determined, prior to surgery or gastrointestinal 
endoscopy, to be medically unnecessary.

"Gastrointestinal endoscopy room" means a room used for the performance of procedures that require the 
insertion of a f�lexible endoscope into a gastrointestinal orif�ice to visualize the gastrointestinal lining and 
adjacent organs for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes.
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"Operating room" means a room used for the performance of surgical procedures requiring one or more 
incisions and that is required to comply with all applicable licensure codes and standards for an operating 
room.

"Commission" means the North Carolina Medical Care Commission.

"Qualif�ied urban ambulatory surgical facility" means an ambulatory surgical facility that meets the def�-
inition of G.S. 131E-176(21a).

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1977 2000 2023

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1977 2nd Sess., c. 1214, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1983 c. 775, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1983 1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1064, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1997 S.L. 1997-456, s. 49(a) A M E N D E D

05 2001 S.L. 2001-242, s. 1 A M E N D E D

06 2005 S.L. 2005-346, s. 4 A M E N D E D

07 2023 S.L. 2023-7, s. 3.2(b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 131E-176(21a) (null)(3) "facility that meets the def�inition of"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-146 (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1977, 2nd Sess., c. 1214, s. 1; 1983, c. 775, s. 1; 1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1064, s. 1; 1997-456, s. 49(a); 2001-242, s. 1; 2005-346, 
s. 4; 2023-7, s. 3.2(b).)
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