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§ 131D-7.1(a) As used in this section and in G.S. 131D-7.2, the following terms have the following 
meanings:

(1) Disaster declaration. - As def�ined in G.S. 166A-19.3(3).

(2) Emergency. - As def�ined in G.S. 166A-19.3(6).

(3) Facility. - An adult care home, including a family care home, licensed under 
this Article.

(4) Normal visitation policy. - The visitation policy that was in ef�fect at a facility 
on January 1, 2020.

§ 131D-7.1(b) The Secretary shall, in consultation with licensed operators of adult care homes, 
including family care homes, and any other stakeholders the Secretary deems relevant, 
establish visitation protocols for residents of these facilities that will become ef�-
fective during a disaster declaration or emergency that results in the suspension 
or curtailment of a facility's normal visitation policy for any reason. The visitation 
protocols shall provide for at least the following:

(1) Each resident shall have the right to designate one preapproved visitor and one 
preapproved alternate visitor. The preapproved visitor, or if the preapproved 
visitor is unavailable, the preapproved alternate visitor, shall be allowed to visit 
the resident at least twice per month during any period of time during which 
the facility's normal visitation policy is suspended or curtailed for any reason 
during the declared disaster or emergency.
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(2) Prior to admission, each facility shall explain and provide to each resident 
written notif�ication of the visitation protocols established by the Secretary 
under this section.

(3) Visitation under these protocols shall be subject to Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services directives and to the guidelines, conditions, and limitations 
established by the facility as part of its normal visitation policy.  (2021-145, s. 
3(a).)
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3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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