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CHAPTER 130A
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ARTICLE 4 - VITAL STATISTICS

N.C.G.S. § 130A-93.

Access to vital records; copies.
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§ 130A-93(a)

§ 130A-93(b)

§ 130A-93(c)

Only the State Registrar shall have access to original vital records and to indices to
the original vital records. County offices authorized to issue certificates and the North
Carolina State Archives also shall have access to indices to these original vital records,

when specifically authorized by the State Registrar.

The following birth data, in any form and on any medium, in the possession of the
Department, local health departments, or local register of deeds offices shall not be
public records pursuant to Chapter 132 of the General Statutes: the names of children
and parents, the addresses of parents (other than county of residence and postal code),
and the social security numbers of parents. Access to copies and abstracts of these
data shall be provided in accordance with G.S. 130A-99, Chapter 161 of the General
Statutes, and this section. All other birth data shall be public records pursuant to
Chapter 132 of the General Statutes. All birth records and data are State property and
shall be managed only in accordance with official disposition instructions prepared by
the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. The application of this Chapter
is subject to the provisions of Article 1 of Chapter 121 of the General Statutes, the
North Carolina Archives and History Act. The State Registrar and other officials
authorized to issue certified copies of vital records shall provide copies or abstracts of
vital records, except those described in subsections (d), (e), (f) and (g) of this section, to

any person upon request.

The State Registrar and other officials authorized to issue certified copies of vital
records shall provide certified copies of vital records, except those described in

subsections (d), (e), (f), and (g) of this section, only to the following:
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§ 130A-93(c1)

§ 130A-93(c2)

§ 130A-93(d)

§ 130A-93(e)

§ 130A-93(f)

§ 130A-93(g)

(1) A person requesting a copy of the person's own vital records or that of

the person's spouse, sibling, direct ancestor or descendant, or stepparent or

stepchild;

(2) A person seeking information for a legal determination of personal or property
rights; or

(3) An authorized agent, attorney or legal representative of a person described
above.

A funeral director or funeral service licensee shall be entitled upon request to a certif -

ied copy of a death certificate.

Anagency acting as a confidential intermediary in accordance with G.S. 48-9-104 shall

be entitled to a certified copy of a death certificate upon request.

Copies, certified copies or abstracts of birth certificates of adopted persons shall be

provided in accordance with G.S. 48-9-107.

Copies or abstracts of the health and medical information contained on birth certif -
icates shall be provided only to a person requesting a copy of the health and medical
information contained on the person's own birth certificate, a person authorized
by that person, or a person who will use the information for medical research
purposes. Copies of or abstracts from any computer or microform database which
contains individual-specific health or medical birth data, whether the database is
maintained by the Department, a local health department, or any other public off -
icial, shall be provided only to an individual requesting his or her own data, a person
authorized by that individual, or a person who will use the information for medical
research purposes. The State Registrar shall adopt rules providing for the use of this
information for medical research purposes. The rules shall, at a minimum, require a
written description of the proposed use of the data, including protocols for protecting

confidentiality of the data.

Copies, certified copies or abstracts of new birth certificates issued to persons in
the federal witness protection program shall be provided only to a person requesting
a copy of the person's own birth certificate and that person's supervising federal

marshall.
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§ 130A-93(h)

PRIMA FACIE
EVIDENCE

§ 130A-93(i)

§ 130A-93(j)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
8 ACTS

No copies, certified copies or abstracts of vital records shall be provided to a person
purporting to request copies, certified copies or abstracts of that person's own vital
records upon determination that the person whose vital records are being requested

is deceased.

A certified copy issued under the provisions of this section shall have the same
evidentiary value as the original and shall be prima facie evidence of the facts stated in
the document. The State Registrar may appoint agents who shall have the authority to
issue certified copies under a facsimile signature of the State Registrar. These copies

shall have the same evidentiary value as those issued by the State Registrar.

Fees for issuing any copy of a vital record or for conducting a search of the files when
no copy is made shall be as established in G.S. 130A-93.1 and G.S. 161-10.

No person shall prepare or issue any certificate which purports to be an official certif -

ied copy of a vital record except as authorized in this Article or the rules.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1983 1999 2015
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
oL 1983 c.891,s.2 ENACTED
02 1985 c.325,5.1 AMENDED
03 1991 c.343,s. 1 AMENDED
o4 1993 c.146,5.3 AMENDED
05 1995 c.457,s.7 AMENDED
L 1997 S.L.1997-242, 5. 1 AMENDED
o7 2010 S.L.2010-116, 5. 4 AMENDED
e 2015 S.L. 2015-241, s. 14.30(s) AMENDED
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APPARATUS Il

\ AUTHORITIES Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 130A-99 (b) "shall be provided in accordance with"

G.S. 48-9 (c2) "a confidential intermediary in accordance with"

G.S. 130A-93.1 U] "made shall be as established in"

G.S. 161-10 @ "as established in G.S. 130A-93.1 and”
APPARATUS 111 S e

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-93 (2015).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-93(a) (2015).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1983, c. 891, 5. 2; 1985, c. 325, 5. 1; 1991, c. 343, 5. 1; 1993, c. 146, s. 3; 1995, c. 457, 5. 7; 1997-242, s. 1; 2010-116, s. 4; 2015-241,
s. 14.30(s).)
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