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Two contiguous sanitary districts may merge in the following manner:

The sanitary district board of each sanitary district must f�irst adopt a common proposed plan of merger. 
The plan shall contain the name of the new or successor sanitary district, designate the members of the 
merging boards who shall serve as the interim sanitary district board for the new or successor district until 
the next election required by G.S. 130A-50(b) and 163-279, and any other matters necessary to complete the 
merger.

The merger may become ef�fective only if approved by the voters of the two sanitary districts. In order to 
call an election, both boards shall adopt a resolution calling upon the board of county commissioners in 
the county or counties in which the districts are located to call for an election on a date named by the 
sanitary district boards after consultation with the appropriate boards of election. The board or boards of 
commissioners shall hold an election on the proposed merger of the sanitary districts.

The county board or boards of commissioners shall request the appropriate board of elections to hold and 
conduct the elections. All voters of the two sanitary districts shall be eligible to vote.

Notice of the elections shall be given as required in G.S. 163-33(8). The board of elections may use the 
method of registration set out in G.S. 163-288.2.

If an election is called as provided in subsection (2), the board or boards of elections shall provide ballots 
for the election in substantially the following form:

"•  FOR the merger of the ____ Sanitary District and the ____ Sanitary District into a single district 
to be known as the ____ Sanitary District, in which all the property, assets, liabilities, obligations, and 
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indebtedness of the two districts become the property, assets, liabilities, obligations, and indebtedness of 
the ____ Sanitary District.

•  AGAINST the merger of the ____ Sanitary District and the ____ Sanitary District into a single district 
to be known as the ____ Sanitary District, in which all the property, assets, liabilities, obligations, and 
indebtedness of the two districts become the property, assets, liabilities, obligations, and indebtedness of 
the ____ Sanitary District."

If a majority of all the votes cast in each sanitary district vote in favor of the merger, the two sanitary districts 
shall be merged on July 1 following the election. Should the majority of the votes cast in either sanitary 
district be against the proposition, the sanitary districts shall not be merged. If a majority of the votes cast 
in either sanitary district are against the merger, any election on similar propositions of merger may not 
occur until one year from the date of the last election.

Upon the merger of two sanitary districts pursuant to this section and the creation of a new district, the 
merger becomes ef�fective at 12 noon on the following July 1. At that time:

a.	The two sanitary districts shall cease to exist as bodies politic and corporate, and the new sanitary district 
exists as a body politic and corporate.

b.	All property, real, personal and mixed, belonging to the sanitary districts vests in and is the property of 
the new sanitary district.

c.	All judgments, liens, rights of liens and causes of action in favor of either sanitary district vest in the new 
sanitary district.

d.	All rentals, taxes, assessments and other funds, charges or fees owed to either of the sanitary districts are 
owed to and may be collected by the new sanitary district.

e.	Any action, suit, or proceeding pending against, or having been instituted by, either of the sanitary 
districts shall not be abated by its dissolution, but shall be continued and completed in the same manner 
as if dissolution had not occurred. The new sanitary district shall be a party to all these actions, suits and 
proceedings in the place of the dissolved sanitary district and shall pay any judgment rendered against 
either of the sanitary districts in any of these actions or proceedings. No new process need be served in any 
of the actions, suits or proceedings.

f.	All obligations of either of the sanitary districts, including any outstanding indebtedness, are assumed by 
the new sanitary district and all the obligations and outstanding indebtedness are constituted obligations 
and indebtedness of the new sanitary district. The full faith and credit of the new sanitary district is deemed 
to be pledged for the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on all general obligation bonds 
and bond anticipation notes of either of the sanitary districts, and all the taxable property within the new 
sanitary district shall remain subject to taxation for these payments.
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g.	All rules of either of the sanitary districts shall continue in ef�fect until repealed or amended by the 
governing body of the new sanitary district.

Upon the merger of two sanitary districts pursuant to this section when one district is to be dissolved and 
the other district is to be a successor covering the territory of both, the merger becomes ef�fective at 12 noon 
on the following July 1. At that time:

a.	One sanitary district shall cease to exist as a body politic and corporate, and the successor sanitary district 
continues to exist as a body politic and corporate.

b.	All property, real, personal and mixed, belonging to the sanitary districts vests in, and is the property of 
the successor sanitary district.

c.	All judgments, liens, rights of liens and causes of action in favor of either sanitary district vest in the 
successor sanitary district.

d.	All rentals, taxes, assessments and other funds, charges or fees owed either of the sanitary districts are 
owed to and may be collected by the successor sanitary district.

e.	Any action, suit, or proceeding pending against, or instituted by either of the sanitary districts shall not 
be abated by its dissolution, but shall be continued and completed in the same manner as if dissolution 
had not occurred. The successor sanitary district shall be a party to all these actions, suits and proceedings 
in the place of the dissolved sanitary district and shall pay any judgment rendered against the sanitary 
district in any of these actions or proceedings. No new process need be served in any of the actions, suits 
or proceedings.

f.	All obligations of either of the sanitary districts, including any outstanding indebtedness, are assumed 
by the successor sanitary district and all the obligations and outstanding indebtedness are constituted 
obligations and indebtedness of the successor sanitary district. The full faith and credit of the successor 
sanitary district is deemed to be pledged for the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on all 
general obligation bonds and bond anticipation notes of either of the sanitary districts, and all the taxable 
property within the successor sanitary district shall be and remain subject to taxation for these payments.

g.	All rules of either of the sanitary districts shall continue in ef�fect until repealed or amended by the 
governing body of the successor sanitary district.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D
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5  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1981 c. 951 E N A C T E D

02 1983 c. 891, s. 2 A M E N D E D

03 1987 c. 314, s. 2 A M E N D E D

04 2017 S.L. 2017-6, s. 3 A M E N D E D

05 2018 S.L. 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 130A-50(b) (null)(1) "until the next election required by"

G.S. 163-33(8) (null)(4) "shall be given as required in"

G.S. 163-288.2 (null)(4) "method of registration set out in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-83 (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1981, c. 951; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 1987, c. 314, s. 2; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1.)
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