NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 130A-496

.

CHAPTER 130A
ARTICLE 23 - SMOKING PROHIBITED IN PUBLIC PLACES AND PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT

N.C.G.S. § 130A-496.

Smoking prohibited in restaurants and
bars.
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§ 130A-496(a) Notwithstanding Article 64 of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes, smoking is

prohibited in all enclosed areas of restaurants and bars, except as provided in

subsection (b) of this section.

§ 130A-496(b) Smoking may be permitted in the following places:

(1) A designated smoking guest room in a lodging establishment. No greater
than twenty percent (20%) of a lodging establishment's guest rooms may be

designated smoking guest rooms.
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(2) A cigar bar if smoke from the cigar bar does not migrate into an enclosed
area where smoking is prohibited pursuant to this Article. A cigar bar that
begins operation after July 1, 2009, and that serves prepared food, may only
allow smoking if it is located in a freestanding structure occupied solely
by the cigar bar and smoke from the cigar bar does not migrate into an
enclosed area where smoking is prohibited pursuant to this Article. A cigar
bar that does not serve prepared food, as defined in G.S. 105-164.4L, shall
not be required to be located in a freestanding structure occupied solely by
the cigar bar, provided smoke from the cigar bar does not migrate into an
enclosed area where smoking is prohibited pursuant to this Article, whether
or not located in the same structure. To qualify under this subsection, the cigar
bar must satisfactorily report on a quarterly basis to the Department, on a
form prescribed by the Department, the revenue generated from the sale of
alcoholic beverages and cigars as a percentage of quarterly gross revenue. The
Department shall determine whether any additional documentation is required
of the cigar bar to authenticate or verify revenue data submitted by the cigar
bar. This subdivision shall not apply to any business that is established for the

purpose of avoiding compliance with this Article.

©) A private club. (2009-27, s. 1; 2024-41, s. 36(b).)

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

APPARATUS II
1 AUTHORITY

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 105-164.4L (0)(2) "serve prepared food, as defined in"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-496 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-496(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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