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CHAPTER 130A
ARTICLE 22 - ATERRORIST INCIDENT USING NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL, OR CHEMICAL AGENTS

N.C.G.S. § 130A-485.

Vaccination program established; def -
initions.
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§ 130A-485(a) The Department and local health departments shall offer a vaccination program

for first responders who may be exposed to infectious diseases when deployed to
disaster locations. The vaccinations shall include, but are not limited to, hepatitis
A vaccination, hepatitis B vaccination, diphtheria-tetanus vaccination, influenza
vaccination, pneumococcal vaccination, and other vaccinations when recommended
by the United States Public Health Service and in accordance with Federal Emergency
Management Directors Policy. Immune globulin will be made available when

necessary, as determined by the State Health Director.

§ 130A-485(b) Participation in the vaccination program is voluntary by the first responders,
except for first responders who are classified as having "occupational exposure"
to bloodborne pathogens as defined by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration Standard contained at 29 C.F.R. § 1910.10300 who shall be required

to take the designated vaccinations or otherwise required by law.

§ 130A-485(c) Nothing in this section shall require first responders, except first responders for whom
the vaccination program is not voluntary as set forth in subsection (b) of this section,
who present a written statement from a licensed physician indicating that a vaccine
is medically contraindicated for the first responder or who sign a written statement
that the administration of a vaccination conflicts with the first responder's religious

tenets, to receive a vaccine.

§ 130A-485(d)
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§ 130A-485(e)

§ 130A-485(f)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
1 AUTHORITY

In the event of a vaccine shortage, the State Public Health Director, in consultation

with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, shall give priority for

vaccination to first responders deployed to a disaster location.

The Department shall notify first responders of the availability of the vaccination

program and shall provide educational materials on ways to prevent exposure to

infectious diseases.

As used in this section, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the term:

)

(2)

"Bioterrorism" means the intentional use of any microorganism, virus,

infectious substance, biological product, or biological agent as defined in G.S.
130A-479 that may be engineered as a result of biotechnology or any naturally
occurring or bioengineered component of any microorganism, virus, infectious
substance, or biological product to cause or attempt to cause death, disease, or

other biological malfunction in any living organism.

"Disaster location" means any geographical location where a bioterrorism

attack, terrorist incident, catastrophic or natural disaster, or emergency occurs.

"First responders" means State and local law enforcement personnel, fire
department personnel, and emergency medical personnel who will be deployed
to bioterrorism attacks, terrorist attacks, catastrophic or natural disasters, or
emergencies. (2003-227, s. 1.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 130A-479 () "or biological agent as defined in"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-485 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-485(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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