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§ 130A-415(a) Any person, other than a person licensed as a funeral director or funeral service 
licensee in this State, including of�f�icers, employees, and agents of the State or of any 
unit of local government in the State, hospitals, nursing homes, or other institutions, 
having physical possession of a dead body shall make reasonable ef�forts to contact 
relatives of the deceased or other persons who may wish to claim the body for f�-
inal disposition. If the body remains unclaimed for f�inal disposition, the person 
having possession shall notify the Commission of Anatomy. Upon request of the 
Commission of Anatomy, the person having possession shall deliver the dead body 
to the Commission of Anatomy at a time and place specif�ied by the Commission of 
Anatomy or shall permit the Commission of Anatomy to take and remove the body.

§ 130A-415(a1) A dead body shall be deemed unclaimed if either of the following conditions apply:

(1) No individual notif�ies the person in possession of the dead body within 10 days 
of the date of death that the individual wishes to dispose of the dead body.

(2) All individuals who have expressed interest in arranging for disposition of the 
dead body have (i) ceased communicating with the person in possession of the 
dead body for f�ive days, (ii) at least 10 days have passed from the date of death, 
and (iii) the person in possession of the dead body has used reasonable ef�forts 
to contact all individuals interested in arranging for f�inal disposition.
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§ 130A-415(b) Unless the provisions of subsection (j) of this section apply, all dead bodies not claimed 
for f�inal disposition within 10 days of the decedent's death may be received and 
delivered by the Commission of Anatomy pursuant to the authority contained in 
G.S. 130A-33.30 and this Part and in accordance with the rules of the Commission 
of Anatomy. Upon receipt of a body by the Commission of Anatomy all interests in 
and rights to the unclaimed dead body shall vest in the Commission of Anatomy. The 
recipient to which the Commission of Anatomy delivers the body shall pay all expenses 
for the embalming and delivery of the body and for the reasonable expenses arising 
from ef�forts to notify relatives or others.

§ 130A-415(b1) The 10-day periods referenced in subdivisions (1) and (2) of subsection (a1) of this 
section may be shortened by the county director of social services upon determination 
that a dead body will not be claimed for f�inal disposition within the 10-day period.

§ 130A-415(c) Unless the provisions of subsection (j) of this section apply, if the Commission of 
Anatomy declines to receive a dead body, the person with possession shall inform 
the director of social services of the county that is responsible for the expense of 
the f�inal disposition of the decedent. Upon notif�ication, all interests in and rights to 
the abandoned dead body shall vest in the director of social services of that county, 
who then shall arrange for prompt f�inal disposition of the body, either by cremation, 
hydrolysis, or burial.

§ 130A-415(c1) Reasonable costs of disposition and of ef�forts made to notify relatives and others shall 
be considered funeral expenses and shall be paid in accordance with G.S. 28A-19-6 and 
G.S. 28A-19-8. If those expenses cannot be satisf�ied from the decedent's estate, they 
shall be borne by the decedent's county of residence. If the deceased is not a resident 
of this State, or if the county of residence is unknown, those expenses shall be borne 
by the county in which the death occurred or, if the county of residence and death of 
the decedent are unknown, the county where the deceased was located.

§ 130A-415(d) No autopsy shall be performed on an unclaimed body without the written consent of 
the Commission of Anatomy except that written consent is not required for an autopsy 
performed pursuant to Part 2 of this Article.

§ 130A-415(e) Due caution shall be taken to shield the unclaimed body from public view.

§ 130A-415(f) Notwithstanding this section, an unclaimed body does not mean a dead body for which 
the deceased has made a gift pursuant to Part 3A of this Article.
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§ 130A-415(g) Nothing in this Part requires the of�f�icers, employees, or agents of a county to notify 
the Commission of Anatomy regarding the bodies of minors who were in the custody 
of the county at the time of death and whose f�inal disposition will be arranged by the 
county. In the absence of notif�ication, the expenses of the f�inal disposition shall be a 
charge upon the county having custody.

§ 130A-415(h) This Part does not apply to bodies within the jurisdiction of the medical examiner 
under G.S. 130A-383 or G.S. 130A-384.

§ 130A-415(i) In addition to the other duties of the Commission of Anatomy, when the Commission 
of Anatomy is notif�ied by the Lifeguardianship Council of The Arc of North Carolina, 
Inc., that the Council intends to claim a body, the Commission shall release the body to 
the Council. The Lifeguardianship Council shall notify the Commission of Anatomy 
within 24 hours after death of its intent to claim a body for burial or other humane 
and caring disposition.

§ 130A-415(j) Any funeral director or funeral service licensee doing business within the State having 
physical possession of a dead body shall make reasonable ef�forts to contact relatives 
of the deceased or other persons who may wish to claim the body for f�inal disposition. 
If the body remains unclaimed for f�inal disposition for 10 days, or if the right to 
authorize the type, method, place, and disposition, of the dead body is waived under 
G.S. 130A-420(b1), and if all persons who have expressed interest in arranging for 
the disposition for the dead body have ceased communication with the person in 
possession of the dead body for f�ive days, the dead body shall be deemed abandoned. If 
the funeral director or funeral service licensee receives the dead body from a person or 
entity listed in subsection (a) of this section, the 10-day period shall run concurrently 
with any period imposed on that person or entity. Any person having possession of an 
abandoned dead body shall notify the Commission of Anatomy. Upon request of the 
Commission of Anatomy, the person having possession of the abandoned dead body 
shall deliver the abandoned dead body to the Commission of Anatomy at a time and 
place specif�ied by the Commission of Anatomy or shall permit the Commission of 
Anatomy to take and remove the abandoned dead body.

§ 130A-415(k) If the Commissioner of Anatomy fails to request delivery of the abandoned dead body 
within two days of receipt of the notif�ication required by subsection (j) of this section, 
or if the Commissioner of Anatomy declines delivery of the abandoned dead body, the 
funeral director or funeral services licensee shall notify the director of social services 
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of the county where the abandoned dead body is located. The notice to the director of 
social services shall contain a sworn statement that (i) the body is an abandoned dead 
body, (ii) reasonable ef�forts have been made to inform relatives and others of the death, 
and (iii) the Commission of Anatomy has failed to request or has declined delivery of 
the abandoned dead body. Upon receipt of the sworn statement, the director of social 
services shall arrange for f�inal disposition of the abandoned dead body and all interests 
in and rights to the abandoned dead body shall vest in the director of social services, 
who shall then arrange for prompt f�inal disposition of the abandoned dead body 
by cremation, hydrolysis, or burial. Upon payment by the director of social services 
for f�inal disposition of the abandoned dead body, the director shall have a claim of 
reasonable funeral expenses which shall be paid in accordance with G.S. 28A-19-6 and 
G.S. 28A-19-8. If those expenses cannot be satisf�ied from the decedent's estate, they 
shall be borne by the decedent's county of residence. If the decedent is not a resident 
of this State, or if the county of residence is unknown, those expenses shall be borne 
by the county in which the death occurred, or if the county of residence and death of 
the decedent is unknown, the county where the deceased was located.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 0  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1975 2000 2025
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1975 c. 694, s. 3 E N A C T E D

02 1977 c. 458 A M E N D E D

03 1983 c. 891, s. 2 A M E N D E D

04 1987 c. 470 A M E N D E D

05 1989 c. 222 A M E N D E D

06 1989 c. 770, s. 75 A M E N D E D

07 2008 S.L. 2008-153, s. 7 A M E N D E D

08 2018 S.L. 2018-47, s. 10(b) A M E N D E D
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09 2018 S.L. 2018-78, s. 21 A M E N D E D

10 2025 S.L. 2025-76, s. 1.16 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

5  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 130A-33.30 (b) "pursuant to the authority contained in"

G.S. 28A-19 (c1) "shall be paid in accordance with"

G.S. 130A-383 (h) "jurisdiction of the medical examiner under"

G.S. 130A-384 (h) "medical examiner under G.S. 130A-383 or"

G.S. 130A-420(b1) (j) "the dead body is waived under"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-415 (2025).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-415(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1975, c. 694, s. 3; 1977, c. 458; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 1987, c. 470; 1989, c. 222; c. 770, s. 75; 2008-153, s. 7; 2018-47, s. 10(b); 2018-78, 
s. 21; 2025-76, s. 1.16.)
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