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CHAPTER 130A
ARTICLE 16 - POSTMORTEM INVESTIGATION AND DISPOSITION

N.C.G.S. § 130A-412.33.

Duty of designated organ procurement
organizations and tissue banks.
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§ 130A-412.33(a) After notification regarding an impending brain death, brain death, or cardiac

death has been made to the federally designated organ procurement organization,
the federally designated organ procurement organization shall evaluate donation

potential.

§ 130A-412.33(hb) The federally designated organ procurement organization or tissue bank shall assure
that families of potential organ and tissue donors are made aware of the option of

organ and tissue donation and their option to decline.

§ 130A-412.33(c) The federally designated organ procurement organization or tissue bank shall,
working collaboratively with the hospital, request consent for organ or tissue donation
in the order of priority established under G.S. 130A-412.11 and shall have designated,

trained staff available to perform the consent process 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

§ 130A-412.33(d) The federally designated organ procurement organization or tissue bank shall
encourage discretion and sensitivity with respect to the circumstances, views, and

beliefs of the families of potential organ and tissue donors.

§ 130A-412.33(e) All hospital and patient information, interviews, reports, statements, memoranda,
and other data obtained or created by a tissue bank or federally designated
organ procurement organization from the medical records review described in G.S.

130A-412.33 shall be privileged and confidential and may be used by the tissue
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bank or federally designated organ procurement organization only for the purposes
set forth in G.S. 130A-412.33 and shall not be subject to discovery or introduction
as evidence in any civil action, suit, or proceeding. However, hospital and patient
information, interviews, reports, statements, memoranda, and other data otherwise
available are not immune from discovery or use in a civil action, suit, or proceeding
merely because they were obtained or created by a tissue bank or federally designated
organ procurement organization from the medical records review described in G.S.
130A-412.33.

If the hospital is made a party of any action, suit, or proceeding arising out of the
failure of a federally designated organ procurement organization or tissue bank to
comply with the requirements of this section, the hospital shall be held harmless from
any and all liability and costs, including the amounts of judgments, settlements, fines,
or penalties, and expenses and reasonable attorneys' fees incurred in connection with

the action, suit, or proceeding. (1997-192, s. 3; 2007-538, ss. 3(a), 5, 6.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 130A-412.11 © "the order of priority established under"
G.S. 130A-412.33 ©) "the medical records review described in"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-412.33 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-412.33(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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