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The following def�initions shall apply throughout this Chapter unless otherwise specif�ied:

"Accreditation board" or "Board" means the Local Health Department Accreditation Board.

"Commission" means the Commission for Public Health.

"Communicable condition" means the state of being infected with a communicable agent but without 
symptoms.

"Communicable disease" means an illness due to an infectious agent or its toxic products which is 
transmitted directly or indirectly to a person from an infected person or animal through the agency of an 
intermediate animal, host, or vector, or through the inanimate environment.

"Department" means the Department of Health and Human Services.

"Imminent hazard" means a situation that is likely to cause an immediate threat to human life, an immediate 
threat of serious physical injury, an immediate threat of serious adverse health ef�fects, or a serious risk of 
irreparable damage to the environment if no immediate action is taken.

"Isolation authority" means the authority to issue an order to limit the freedom of movement or action of 
persons or animals that are infected or reasonably suspected to be infected with a communicable disease 
or communicable condition for the period of communicability to prevent the direct or indirect conveyance 
of the infectious agent from the person or animal to other persons or animals who are susceptible or who 
may spread the agent to others.

"Local board of health" means a district board of health or a public health authority board or a county board 
of health.

"Local health department" means a district health department or a public health authority or a county 
health department.
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"Local health director" means the administrative head of a local health department appointed pursuant to 
this Chapter.

"Outbreak" means an occurrence of a case or cases of a disease in a locale in excess of the usual number of 
cases of the disease.

"Person" means an individual, corporation, company, association, partnership, unit of local government or 
other legal entity.

"Quarantine authority" means the authority to issue an order to limit the freedom of movement or action 
of persons or animals which have been exposed to or are reasonably suspected of having been exposed to a 
communicable disease or communicable condition for a period of time as may be necessary to prevent the 
spread of that disease. Quarantine authority also means the authority to issue an order to limit access by 
any person or animal to an area or facility that may be contaminated with an infectious agent. The term also 
means the authority to issue an order to limit the freedom of movement or action of persons who have not 
received immunizations against a communicable disease when the State Health Director or a local health 
director determines that the immunizations are required to control an outbreak of that disease.

"Secretary" means the Secretary of Health and Human Services.

"Unit of local government" means a county, city, consolidated city-county, sanitary district or other local 
political subdivision, authority or agency of local government.

"Vital records" means birth, death, fetal death, marriage, annulment and divorce records registered under 
the provisions of Article 4 of this Chapter.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 8  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1957 1982 2007
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1957 c. 1357, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1963 c. 492, ss. 5, 6 A M E N D E D

03 1967 c. 343, s. 2 A M E N D E D
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04 1967 c. 1257, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1973 c. 476, s. 128 A M E N D E D

06 1975 c. 751, s. 1 A M E N D E D

07 1981 c. 130, s. 1 A M E N D E D

08 1981 c. 340, ss. 1-4 A M E N D E D

09 1983 c. 891, s. 2 A M E N D E D

10 1989 c. 727, s. 141 A M E N D E D

11 1989 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1004, s. 19(b) A M E N D E D

12 1991 c. 631, s. 1 A M E N D E D

13 1997 S.L. 1997-443, s. 11A.55 A M E N D E D

14 1997 S.L. 1997-502, s. 2(a), (b) A M E N D E D

15 2002 S.L. 2002-179, s. 4 A M E N D E D

16 2004 S.L. 2004-80, s. 1 A M E N D E D

17 2005 S.L. 2005-369, s. 1(a) A M E N D E D

18 2007 S.L. 2007-182, s. 2 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-2 (2007).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1957, c. 1357, s. 1; 1963, c. 492, ss. 5, 6; 1967, c. 343, s. 2; c. 1257, s. 1; 1973, c. 476, s. 128; 1975, c. 751, s. 1; 1981, c. 130, s. 
1; c. 340, ss. 1-4; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 1989, c. 727, s. 141; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1004, s. 19(b); 1991, c. 631, s. 1; 1997-443, s. 
11A.55; 1997-502, s. 2(a), (b); 2002-179, s. 4; 2004-80, s. 1; 2005-369, s. 1(a); 2007-182, s. 2.)
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