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CHAPTER 130A

e d

ARTICLE 4 - VITAL STATISTICS

N.C.G.S. § 130A-118.

Amendment of birth and death certificates.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026,03:11 UTC dBebaMed0YdaceatiBai0 Tt
] ] S.L.2025-84, s. 4(a) — ninth act 6f88096139fab90e6ff0ed16 -
Carolina, as published by the ) )
in the lineage f61c40e8e371523a

General Assembly

§ 130A-118(a)

§ 130A-118(al)
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After acceptance for registration by the State Registrar, no record made in accordance
with this Article shall be altered or changed, except by a request for amendment. The
State Registrar may adopt rules governing the form of these requests and the type and

amount of proof required.

The Office of Vital Records and each local register of deeds office shall process each
request for amendment of a certificate of birth or death within 30 calendar days after
the date the office receives the appropriate completed application, any required proof,

and payment of any applicable fee for the amendment.

The Office Notwithstanding any policy implemented by the Office of State Human
Resources or the Department of Health and Human Services, or any provision of State
law to the contrary, employees of the Office of Vital Records are not permitted to
telework if doing so will adversely impact the time line provided in subsection (al)
of this section, unless telework is determined to be necessary by the Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human Services during any period of time when there is
a declared disaster or emergency pursuant to Chapter 166A of the General Statutes.
As used in this subsection, the term "telework" means to use the internet, email,
or telephone to perform work duties at a location other than an assigned primary
workstation. This subsection applies to all permanent and temporary employees of
the Office of Vital Records.

A new certificate of birth shall be made by the State Registrar when:
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(1) Proof is submitted to the State Registrar that the previously unwed parents of

a person have intermarried subsequent to the birth of the person;

(2) Notification is received by the State Registrar from the clerk of a court of
competent jurisdiction of a judgment, order or decree disclosing different or

additional information relating to the parentage of a person;

(3) Satisfactory proof is submitted to the State Registrar that there has been
entered in a court of competent jurisdiction a judgment, order or decree
disclosing different or additional information relating to the parentage of a

person; or

(%) Awritten request from an individual is received by the State Registrar to change
the sex on that individual's birth record because of sex reassignment surgery,
if the request is accompanied by a notarized statement from the physician
who performed the sex reassignment surgery or from a physician licensed to
practice medicine who has examined the individual and can certify that the

person has undergone sex reassignment surgery.

A new birth certificate issued under subsection (b) may reflect a change in surname

when:

(1) A child is legitimated by subsequent marriage and the parents agree and

request that the child's surname be changed; or

(2) A child is legitimated under G.S. 49-10 or G.S. 49-12.1 and the parents agree
and request that the child's surname be changed, or the court orders a change

in surname after determination that the change is in the best interests of the
child.

For the amendment of a certificate of birth or death after its acceptance for filing, or
for the making of a new certificate of birth under this Article, the State Registrar shall

be entitled to a fee not to exceed fifteen dollars ($15.00) to be paid by the applicant.

When a new certificate of birth is made, the State Registrar shall substitute the new
certificate for the certificate of birth then on file, and shall forward a copy of the new
certificate to the register of deeds of the county of birth. The copy of the certificate of
birth on file with the register of deeds, if any, shall be forwarded to the State Registrar
within five days. The State Registrar shall place under seal the original certificate

of birth, the copy forwarded by the register of deeds and all papers relating to the
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original certificate of birth. The seal shall not be broken except by an order of a court
of competent jurisdiction. Thereafter, when a certified copy of the certificate of birth
of the person is issued, it shall be a copy of the new certificate of birth, except when
an order of a court of competent jurisdiction shall require the issuance of a copy of

the original certificate of birth.

When the sex of a person is changed on an amended or new birth certificate issued
under subsection (a) or (b)(4) of this section, the State Registrar shall attach the new
certificate to the certificate of birth then on file and shall preserve both certificates as
a multi-page document. The State Registrar shall forward a copy of the new certificate
to the register of deeds of the county of birth. The register of deeds of the county of
birth shall attach the new certificate to the copy of the certificate of birth on file. The
register of deeds shall preserve both certificates as a multi-page document. Thereafter,
when a certified copy of the certificate of birth of the person is issued, it shall be a
copy of the multi-page document. The State Registrar shall adopt rules and policies

to implement these requirements.
APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1957 1991 2025
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o 1957 €. 1357, 5.1 ENACTED
02 1969 c.1031,s. 1 AMENDED
03 1975 c. 556 AMENDED
04 1977 c. 1110, 5. 4 AMENDED
05 1983 c.891,5.2 AMENDED
L 2002 S.L. 2002-126, 5. 29A.18(b) AMENDED
o 2019 S.L.2019-42, 5.3 AMENDED
08 2025 S.L. 2025-44, ss. 3(a), 4(a), (b) AMENDED

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 1786b84f...71523a



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 130A-118

09 2025 S.L. 2025-84, s. 4(a) SRR RES

APPARATUS Il

S AuTHoRITIES Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 49-10 ©)(2) "A child is legitimated under"

G.S. 49-12.1 ©)(2) "is legitimated under G.S. 49-10 or"
APPARATUS III . .

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-118 (2025).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-118(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1957, c. 1357, s. 1; 1969, c. 1031, s. 1; 1975, c. 556; 1977, c. 1110, s. 4; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 2002-126, 5. 29A.18(b); 2019-42, 5. 3;
2025-44, ss. 3(a), 4(a), (b); 2025-84, s. 4(a).)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 1786b84f...71523a




