NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 130A-115

CHAPTER 130A

e d

ARTICLE 4 - VITAL STATISTICS

N.C.G.S. § 130A-115.

Death registration.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 04:18 UTC B1164480dd472M8b21876h7 -
g 3 S.L. 2023-46, 5. 12 — 157ec86841eadfe8109652fe -
Carolina, as published by the ) . .
nineteenth act in the lineage 9fdc204565dd4022

General Assembly

§ 130A-115(a)

§ 130A-115(b)

§ 130A-115(c)

A death certificate for each death that occurs in this State shall be filed with the local
registrar of the county in which the death occurred within five days after the death. If
the place of death is unknown, a death certificate shall be filed within five days in the
county where the dead body is found. If the death occurs in a moving conveyance, a
death certificate shall be filed in the county in which the dead body was first removed

from the conveyance.

The funeral director or person acting as funeral director who first assumes custody of
a dead body shall file the death certificate with the local registrar. The personal data
shall be obtained from the next of kin or the best qualified person or source available.
The funeral director or person acting as funeral director is responsible for obtaining
the medical certification of the cause of death, stating facts relative to the date and

place of burial, and filing the death certificate with the local registrar within five days

of the death.

The medical certification shall be completed and signed by the physician in charge
of the patient's care for the illness or condition that resulted in death, except when
the death falls within the circumstances described in G.S. 130A-383. In the absence
of the physician or with the physician's approval, the certificate may be completed
and signed by an associate physician, a physician assistant in a manner consistent
with G.S. 90-18.1(e1), a nurse practitioner in a manner consistent with G.S. 90-18.2(e1)-
, the chief medical officer of the hospital or facility in which the death occurred,
or a physician who performed an autopsy upon the decedent under the following

circumstances: the individual has access to the medical history of the deceased; the
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§ 130A-115(c1)

§ 130A-115(d)

§ 130A-115(e)

§ 130A-115(f)

individual has viewed the deceased at or after death; and the death is due to natural
causes. In the absence of any individual otherwise authorized under this section,
the death certificate may be completed by any other physician, physician assistant,
or nurse practitioner who undertakes reasonable efforts to ascertain the events
surrounding the patient's death. When specifically approved by the State Registrar,
an electronic signature or facsimile signature of the physician, physician assistant,
or nurse practitioner is acceptable. As used in this section, the term "electronic
signature" has the same meaning as applies in G.S. 66-58.2. The physician, physician
assistant, or nurse practitioner shall state the cause of death on the certificate in
definite and precise terms. A certificate containing any indefinite terms or denoting
only symptoms of disease or conditions resulting from disease as defined by the
State Registrar shall be returned to the person making the medical certification for

correction and more definite statement.

A physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner completing and signing a
medical certification in accordance with subsection (c) of this section is not liable
in civil damages for any acts or omissions relating to the medical certification so
long as the cause of death is determined in good faith using the individual's best
clinical judgment and consistent with current guidance provided by the applicable
licensing board, unless the acts or omissions amount to wanton conduct or intentional
wrongdoing. This immunity is in addition to any other legal immunity from liability

to which these individuals may be entitled.

The physician, physician assistant, nurse practitioner, or medical examiner making
the medical certification as to the cause of death shall complete the medical certif -
ication no more than three days after death. The physician, physician assistant, nurse
practitioner, or medical examiner may, in appropriate cases, designate the cause of
death as unknown pending an autopsy or upon some other reasonable cause for delay
but shall send the supplementary information to the local registrar as soon as it is

obtained.

In the case of death or fetal death without medical attendance, it is the duty of the
funeral director or person acting as funeral director and any other person having
knowledge of the death to notify the local medical examiner of the death. The body
shall not be disposed of or removed without the permission of the medical examiner.

If there is no county medical examiner, the Chief Medical Examiner shall be notified.
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
19 ACTS

A physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, who completes a death certif -
icate in good faith, and without fraud or malice, is immune from civil liability or

professional discipline.
Repealed by Session Laws 2023-46, s. 12, effective June 16, 2023.

Death certificates shall be filed electronically with the Office of Vital Records via
the North Carolina Database Application for Vital Events (NCDAVE) system. No
individual responsible for the certification of a death pursuant to subsection (c) of
this section shall fail or refuse to certify the death certificate via the designated
electronic death registration system. Notwithstanding subsection (f) of this section,
the Department may impose an administrative penalty against any individual who
willfully and knowingly violates this requirement in the amount of two hundred f -
ifty dollars ($250.00) for the first violation, five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the
second violation, and one thousand dollars ($1,000) for the third and each subsequent

violation.

The clear proceeds of penalties assessed under this section shall be remitted to the

Civil Penalty and Forfeiture Fund in accordance with G.S. 115C-457.2.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1913 1968 2023
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER

oL 1913 c. 109, s5.7,9 ENACTED

02 C.S. ss. 7094, 7096 RECODIFIED

03 1949 c.161,s.1 AMENDED

v 1955 c. 951, ss. 11, 12 AMENDED

05 1957 €. 1357,5.1 AMENDED

o8 1963 C.492,55.1,2, 4 AMENDED
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o7 1969 c. 1031, 5.1 AMENDED
08 1973 c. 476,5.128 AMENDED
09 1973 c.873,5.5 AMENDED
10 1979 €. 95,85.2,3 AMENDED
H 1981 c.187,s.1 AMENDED
12 1983 c.891, .2 AMENDED
13 1999 S.L.1999-247, 5. 1 AMENDED
1 2011 S.L.2011-197, 5. 3 AMENDED
= 2019 S.L.2019-191, 5. 44 AMENDED
16 2019 S.L.2019-207, 5. 3 AMENDED
1y 2022 S.L. 2022-63, s. 2(b) AMENDED
2e 2022 S.L. 2022-74, 5. 9G.4(b) AMENDED
19 2023 S.L.2023-46, 5. 12 AMENDED

APPARATUS 11
5 AUTHORITIES

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 130A-383 © "falls within the circumstances described in"
G.S. 90-18.1(e1) © "assistant in a manner consistent with"
G.S.90-18.2(e1) () "practitioner in a manner consistent with"
G.S. 66-58.2 (© "the same meaning as applies in"”

G.S. 115C-457.2 U] "and Forfeiture Fund in accordance with"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-115 (2023).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-115(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1913, c. 109, ss. 7, 9; C.S., ss. 7094, 7096; 1949, c. 161, s. 1; 1955, c. 951, ss. 11, 12; 1957, c. 1357, s. 1; 1963, c. 492, ss. 1, 2,
4; 1969, c. 1031, s. 1; 1973, c. 476, s. 128; c. 873, 5. 5; 1979, c. 95, ss. 2, 3; 1981, c. 187, 5. 1; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 1999-247, 5. 1;
2011-197, s. 3; 2019-191, s. 44; 2019-207, s. 3; 2022-63, s. 2(b); 2022-74, s. 9G.4(b); 2023-46, s. 12.)
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