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CHAPTER 122C
ARTICLE 5 - PROCEDURES FOR ADMISSION AND DISCHARGE OF CLIENTS

N.C.G.S. § 122C-301.

Assistance to an individual who is
intoxicated in public; procedure for
commitment to shelter or facility.
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§122C-301(a) An officer may assist an individual found intoxicated in a public place by taking any

of the following actions:
(1) The officer may direct or transport the intoxicated individual home;

(2) The officer may direct or transport the intoxicated individual to the residence

of another individual willing to accept him;

(3) If the intoxicated individual is apparently in need of and apparently unable
to provide for himself food, clothing, or shelter but is not apparently in need
of immediate medical care, the officer may direct or transport him to an

appropriate public or private shelter facility;

() If the intoxicated individual is apparently in need of but apparently unable to
provide for himself immediate medical care, the officer may direct or transport
him to an area facility, hospital, or physician's office; or the officer may direct

or transport the individual to any other appropriate health care facility; or

(5) If the intoxicated individual is apparently a substance abuser and is apparently
dangerous to himself or others, the officer may proceed as provided in Part 8

of this Article.

§122C-301(b) In providing the assistance authorized by subsection (a) of this section, the officer may

use reasonable force to restrain the intoxicated individual if it appears necessary to
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protect himself, the intoxicated individual, or others. No officer may be held criminally
or civilly liable for assault, false imprisonment, or other torts or crimes on account of

reasonable measures taken under authority of this Part.

If the officer takes the action described in either subdivision (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this
section, the facility to which the intoxicated individual is taken may detain him only
until he becomes sober or a maximum of 24 hours. The individual may stay a longer

period if he wishes to do so and the facility is able to accommodate him.
Any individual who has knowledge that a person assisted to a shelter or other facility

under subdivisions (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section is a substance abuser and is dangerous

to himself or others may proceed as provided in Part 8 of this Article.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1977 1981 1985
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

L 1977 2nd Sess., c. 1134, 5. 2 ENACTED

02 1981 c.519,s.5 AMENDED

03 1985 c.589,s.2 AMENDED

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 122C-301 (1985).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 122C-301(a) (1985).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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