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§ 122C-265(a) If a respondent, who has been recommended for outpatient commitment by [a] 
commitment examiner dif�ferent from the proposed outpatient treatment physician 
or center, fails to appear for examination by the proposed outpatient treatment 
physician or center at the designated time, the physician or center shall notify the 
clerk of superior court who shall issue an order to a law enforcement of�f�icer to take 
the respondent into custody and take him immediately to the outpatient treatment 
physician or center for evaluation. The custody order is valid throughout the State. The 
law-enforcement of�f�icer may wait during the examination and return the respondent 
to his home after the examination.

§ 122C-265(b) The examining commitment examiner or the proposed outpatient treatment physician 
or center may prescribe to the respondent reasonable and appropriate medication and 
treatment that are consistent with accepted medical standards pending the district 
court hearing.

§ 122C-265(c) In no event may a respondent released on a recommendation that he or she meets the 
outpatient commitment criteria be physically forced to take medication or forcibly 
detained for treatment pending a district court hearing.

§ 122C-265(d) If  at  any  time  pending  the  district  court  hearing  the  outpatient  treatment 
physician or center determines that the respondent does not meet the criteria of 
G.S. 122C-263(d)(1), the physician shall release the respondent and notify the clerk of 
court and the proceedings shall be terminated.
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§ 122C-265(e) If a respondent becomes dangerous to self as def�ined in G.S. 122C-3(11)a., or others, 
as def�ined in G.S. 122C-3(11)b.,  pending a district court hearing on outpatient 
commitment,  new proceedings  for  involuntary  inpatient  commitment  may be 
initiated.

§ 122C-265(f) If an inpatient commitment proceeding is initiated pending the hearing for outpatient 
commitment and the respondent is admitted to a 24-hour facility to be held for an 
inpatient commitment hearing, notice shall be sent by the clerk of court in the county 
where the respondent is being held to the clerk of court of the county where the 
outpatient commitment was initiated and the outpatient commitment proceeding 
shall be terminated.
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9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1983 2001 2018
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1983 c. 638, s. 11 E N A C T E D

02 1983 c. 864, s. 4 A M E N D E D

03 1985 c. 589, s. 2 A M E N D E D

04 1985 c. 695, s. 6 A M E N D E D

05 1985 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 823, s. 5 A M E N D E D

06 1991 c. 636, s. 2(2) A M E N D E D

07 1991 c. 761, s. 49 A M E N D E D

08 2004 S.L. 2004-23, s. 2(a) A M E N D E D

09 2018 S.L. 2018-33, s. 27 A M E N D E D
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 122C-263(d)(1) (d) "does not meet the criteria of"

G.S. 122C-3(11) (e) "dangerous to self as def�ined in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 122C-265 (2018).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 122C-265(a) (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
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Carolina.
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