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CHAPTER 122C
ARTICLE 5 - PROCEDURES FOR ADMISSION AND DISCHARGE OF CLIENTS

N.C.G.S. § 122C-263.2.

Mental health crisis management:
reasonable safety and containment
measures.
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An acute care hospital licensed under Chapter 131E, a department thereof, or other site of first examination
that that uses reasonable safety or containment measures and precautions to manage the population of
patients being held under appropriate supervision pending involuntary commitment placement and that
does not otherwise operate as a licensable mental health facility shall not be deemed to be acting as
a 24-hour facility; operating a psychiatric, substance abuse, or special care unit; offering psychiatric or
substance abuse services; or acting as a licensed or unlicensed mental health facility. Actions considered
to be reasonable safety or containment measures and precautions shall include the following: (i) altering
rooms or removing items to prevent injury; (ii) placing patients in a consolidated location of the hospital;
(iii) improvements to security and protection of staff; and (iv) any other reasonable measures that do not

violate applicable law.

Reasonable safety or containment measures and precautions shall not be considered a violation of rules
regulating acute care hospitals or mental health facilities. Placing patients in a consolidated location of
the hospital pursuant to this subsection shall not constitute a special care unit. Nothing in this subsection
relieves an acute care hospital or other site of first examination from complying with all other applicable
laws or rules. (2012-128, s. 1.)
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