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CHAPTER 122C
ARTICLE 5 - PROCEDURES FOR ADMISSION AND DISCHARGE OF CLIENTS

N.C.G.S. § 122C-254.

Housing responsibility for certain clients
in or escapees from involuntary
commitment.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North ) 21 September 2026, 04:20 UTC 9d5bcdce0a8db203a077e17f -
. . c. 589, s.2 — second act in the 401e6b5b2f5a39ab9cal30cs -
Carolina, as published by the .
lineage 0b70ea095081cd3c
General Assembly
§ 122C-254(a) Any individual who has been involuntarily committed under the provisions of this

Article to a 24-hour facility:

(1) Who escapes from or is absent without authorization from the facility before

being discharged; and

(2) Who is charged with a criminal offense committed after the escape or during

the unauthorized absence; and

(3) Whose involuntary commitment is determined to be still valid by the judge or
judicial officer who would make the pretrial release determination regarding
the criminal offense under the provisions of G.S. 15A-533 and G.S. 15A-534; or

(4) Who is charged with committing a crime while still residing in the facility and

whose commitment is still valid as prescribed by subdivision (3) of this section;

shall be denied pretrial release pursuant to G.S. 15A-533 and G.S. 15A-534. In lieu of
pretrial release, and pending the additional proceedings on the criminal offense, the
individual shall be returned to the 24-hour facility in which he was residing at the time
of the alleged crime or from which he escaped or absented himself for continuation of

his commitment.

§ 122C-254(b) Absent findings of lack of mental responsibility for his criminal offense or lack of

competency to stand trial for the criminal offense, the involuntary commitment of an
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individual as described in subsection (a) of this section shall not be utilized in lieu
of nor shall it constitute a bar to proceeding to trial for the criminal offense. At any
time that the district court or the responsible professional of the 24-hour facility finds
that the individual should be unconditionally discharged, committed for outpatient
treatment, or conditionally released, the facility shall notify the clerk of superior court
in the county in which the criminal charge is pending before making the change in
status. At this time, a pretrial release determination pursuant to the provisions of G.S.
15A-533 and G.S. 15A-534 shall be made. In this event, arrangements for returning the
individual for the pretrial release determination shall be the responsibility of the clerk

of superior court.

An individual who has been processed in accordance with subsections (a) and (b) of
this section may not later be returned to a 24-hour facility before trial except pursuant
to involuntary commitment proceedings by the district court in accordance with Parts
7 and 8 of this Article or after proceedings in accordance with the provisions of G.S.
15A-1002 or G.S. 15A-1321.

Other involuntarily committed respondents who escape, but do not meet the

additional criteria specified in subsection (a) of this section, are handled in accordance
with the provisions of G.S. 122C-205.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1981 1983 1985
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

oL 1981 c.936,s. 1 ENACTED

02 1985 c.589,5.2 AMENDED

Authorities referenced
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 15A-533 @) "criminal offense under the provisions of”

G.S. 15A-534 @) "the provisions of G.S. 15A-533 and"

G.S. 15A-1002 © "in accordance with the provisions of "

G.S. 15A-1321 (© "the provisions of G.S. 15A-1002 or”"

G.S. 122C-205 (d) "in accordance with the provisions of "'
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 122C-254 (1985).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 122C-254(a) (1985).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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