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CHAPTER 116B
ARTICLE 1A - ESCHEATS

N.C.G.S. §116B-2.2.

Unclaimed real and personal property
escheats to the Escheat Fund.
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TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 01:59 UTC 5aade3e92b13a92fd678df33 -
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Carolina, as published by the . .
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General Assembly

Whenever the owner of any real or personal property situated or located within this State dies intestate, or
dies testate but did not dispose of all real or personal property by will, without leaving surviving any heirs, as
defined in G.S. 29-2(3), to inherit said property under the laws of this State, such real and personal property
shall escheat. The State Treasurer shall have the right to institute a civil action in the superior court of
any county in which such real or personal property is situated, against any administrator, executor, and
unknown heirs or unknown claimants as party defendants, which unknown heirs or unknown claimants
may be served with summons and notice of such action by publication as is now provided by the laws of
this State. If an administrator or executor has been appointed, he shall make a determination that there
are no known heirs or unknown claimants and shall inform the State Treasurer of that determination. The
superior court in which such civil action is instituted shall have the authority to enter a judgment therein
declaring the real and personal property unclaimed as having escheated, and the real property may be sold
according to the provisions of G.S. 116-2.1 [G.S. 116B-2.1]. A default final judgment may be entered by the
clerk of the superior court in such cases when no answer is filed by the administrator, executor, unknown
heirs or unknown claimants to the complaint, or if any answer is filed, the allegations of the complaint are
either admitted or not denied by such party defendants, and no claim is made in the answer to the property
left by said deceased person. The funds derived from such sale shall be paid into the Escheat Fund where
said funds, together with all other escheated funds, shall be held without liability for profit or interest,

subject to any just claims therefor.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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