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The following def�initions apply to this Article:

Academic year. - A period of time in which a student is expected to complete the equivalent of at least two 
semesters' or three quarters' academic work.

Armed Forces. - As def�ined in G.S. 116-143.3(a)(2).

Authority. - The State Education Assistance Authority created by Article 23 of Chapter 116 of the General 
Statutes.

Eligible private postsecondary institution. - A school that is any of the following:

a.	A nonprof�it postsecondary educational institution with a main permanent campus located in this State 
that is not owned or operated by the State of North Carolina or by an agency or political subdivision of the 
State or by any combination thereof that satisf�ies all of the following:

1.	Is either (i) accredited by a preferred accrediting agency, as def�ined in G.S. 115D-21.2 and G.S. 116-11.4, 
or the Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools or (ii) was accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges on January 1, 2021, and, beginning January 
1, 2021, was a member of the Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools.

2.	Awards a postsecondary degree as def�ined in G.S. 116-15.

b.	A postsecondary institution owned or operated by a hospital authority as def�ined in G.S. 131E-16(14) 
or school of nursing af�f�iliated with a nonprof�it postsecondary educational institution as def�ined in 
sub-subdivision a. of this subsection.
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Main permanent campus. - A campus owned by the eligible private postsecondary institution that 
provides permanent on-premises housing, food services, and classrooms with full-time faculty members 
and administration that engages in postsecondary degree activity as def�ined in G.S. 116-15.

Matriculated status. - Being recognized as a student in a def�ined program of study leading to a degree, 
diploma, or certif�icate at an eligible private postsecondary institution.

Scholarship. - A scholarship for education awarded under this Article.

Title IV. - Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, 20 U.S.C. §�1070, et seq.

Veteran. - A veteran as def�ined in G.S. 116-143.3A who was discharged or released from service under 
conditions other than dishonorable.  (2011-145, s. 9.18(a); 2018-5, s. 10A.6(a); 2018-97, s. 2.17(a); 2021-15, s. 1; 
2023-132, s. 3.4(g); 2025-56, s. 2(p); 2025-92, s. 2.11(n).)
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6  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 116-143.3(a)(2) (null)(1a) "Armed Forces. - As def�ined in"

G.S. 115D-21.2 "preferred accrediting agency, as def�ined in"

G.S. 116-11.4 "as def�ined in G.S. 115D-21.2 and"

G.S. 116-15 "a postsecondary degree as def�ined in"

G.S. 131E-16(14) "a hospital authority as def�ined in"

G.S. 116-143.3A (null)(8) "- A veteran as def�ined in"
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 a4a74df9…286473



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 1 6 - 2 8 0

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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