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CHAPTER 116
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ARTICLE 23 - STATE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE

N.C.G.S. § 116-209.91.

Administration of tuition grants.
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General Assembly

§116-209.91(a)

§116-209.91(b)

Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the Authority shall administer
the tuition grants provided for in this Part pursuant to guidelines and procedures
established by the Authority consistent with its practices for administering
State-funded financial aid. The guidelines and procedures shall include an application
process and schedule, notification and disbursement procedures, standards for
reporting, and standards for return of tuition grants when a student withdraws. The
Authority shall also require students to submit (i) a completed Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form or (ii) other documentation, as necessary, to
administer and award the tuition grant. The Authority shall not approve any grant
until it receives proper certification from the appropriate constituent institution that
the student applying for the grant is an eligible student. Upon receipt of the certif -
ication, the Authority shall remit, at the times it prescribes, the tuition grant to the
constituent institution on behalf, and to the credit, of the eligible student. In the
event a student on whose behalf a tuition grant has been paid is not enrolled in
an undergraduate program and carrying a minimum academic load as of the tenth
classroom day following the beginning of the school term for which the tuition grant
was paid, the constituent institution shall refund the full amount of the tuition grant

to the Authority.

Except as otherwise provided in this section, the amount of the grant awarded to
an eligible student under the Program shall cover the tuition cost at the constituent
institution in which the eligible student is enrolled. No tuition grant awarded to an
eligible student under this section shall exceed the cost of attendance at a constituent

institution for which the eligible student is enrolled.
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§116-209.91(c)

§116-209.91(c1)

§116-209.91(d)

§116-209.91(e)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
1 AUTHORITY

If an eligible student also receives a scholarship or other grant covering the cost of
attendance at the constituent institution for which the tuition grant is awarded, then
the amount of the tuition grant shall be reduced by an appropriate amount determined
by the Authority so that the total amount of scholarships and grants received by the
eligible student does not exceed the cost of attendance for the institution. The cost of

attendance shall be determined by the Authority for each constituent institution.

The Authority shall place all funds appropriated to, or otherwise received by, the
Authority for the award of tuition grants under this Part into an institutional trust
fund established in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 116-36.1. All interest earned
on these funds shall also be placed in the institutional trust fund established pursuant
to this subsection. The monies in the institutional trust fund may be used only for the

purposes set forth in this Part.

In the event there are not sufficient funds to provide each eligible student who has
applied in accordance with the application process and the schedule established by
the Authority with a full tuition grant as provided by this Part, each eligible student
shall receive a pro rata share of funds available for the academic term covered by the

appropriation in the preceding fiscal year.

The Authority may use up to five percent (5%) of the funds appropriated each year for
tuition grants under this Part for the administrative costs of the Program. (2021-180,
s. 8A.1(a); 2022-74, s. 8A.2(b); 2023-134, s. 8A.3(a); 2026-9, s. 3.1(a).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 116-36.1 (c1) "in accordance with the provisions of "
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Citation
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 116-209.91 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 116-209.91(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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