
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 1 5 C - 8 3 . 7

C H A P T E R  1 1 5 C
A R T I C L E  8  -  G E N E R A L  E D U C AT I O N

N.C.G.S. § 115C-83.7.

Elimination of social promotion.
S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

No amendment history on 
record

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 06:15 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

d02f511d�72b2a5c1�228f5e3a�-

afc09992�3af27681�3dd2b2dc�-

2bb6617d�9f67d338�

G.S. 115C-83.7(b), (c)(1) are set out twice. See note.

§ 115C-83.7(a) The State Board of Education shall require that a student be retained in the third 
grade if the student fails to demonstrate reading prof�iciency appropriate for a third 
grade student, as demonstrated on a State-approved standardized test of reading 
comprehension administered to third grade students. The test may be readministered 
once prior to the end of the school year.

§ 115C-83.7(b) (Applicable before the beginning of the 2022-2023 school year) Students may be 
exempt from mandatory retention in third grade for good cause, but shall continue to 
be eligible to participate in reading camps, receive instructional supports and services 
and reading interventions appropriate for their age and reading level. Good cause 
exemptions shall be limited to the following:

(1) Limited English Prof�icient students with less than two school years of 
instruction in an English as a Second Language program.

(2) Students with disabilities, as def�ined in G.S. 115C-106.3(1), and whose 
individualized education program indicates (i) the use of the NCEXTEND1 
alternate assessment, (ii) at least a two school year delay in educational 
performance, or (iii) receipt of intensive reading interventions for at least two 
school years.

(3) Students who demonstrate reading prof�iciency appropriate for third grade 
students on an alternative assessment approved by the State Board of 
Education.
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(4) Students who demonstrate, through a student reading portfolio, reading prof�-
iciency appropriate for third grade students. Student reading portfolio and 
review processes used by local school administrative units shall be approved 
by the State Board of Education.

(5) Students who have (i) received reading intervention and (ii) previously been 
retained more than once in kindergarten, f�irst, second, or third grades.

§ 115C-83.7(b) (Applicable beginning with the 2022-2023 school year) Students may be exempt from 
mandatory retention in third grade for good cause, but shall continue to be eligible to 
participate in reading camps and receive literacy interventions appropriate for their 
age and reading level. Good cause exemptions shall be limited to the following:

(1) Limited English Prof�icient students with less than two school years of 
instruction in an English as a Second Language program.

(2) Students with disabilities, as def�ined in G.S. 115C-106.3(1), and whose 
individualized education program indicates (i) the use of the NCEXTEND1 
alternate assessment, (ii) at least a two school year delay in educational 
performance, or (iii) receipt of intensive literacy interventions for at least two 
school years.

(3) Students who demonstrate reading prof�iciency appropriate for third grade 
students on an alternative assessment approved by the State Board of 
Education.

(4) Students who demonstrate, through a student reading portfolio, reading prof�-
iciency appropriate for third grade students. Student reading portfolio and 
review processes used by local school administrative units shall be approved 
by the State Board of Education.

(5) Students who have (i) received literacy interventions and (ii) previously been 
retained more than once in kindergarten, f�irst, second, or third grades.

§ 115C-83.7(c) The superintendent shall determine whether a student may be exempt from mandatory 
retention on the basis of a good cause exemption. The following steps shall be taken 
in making the determination:
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(1) (Applicable before the beginning of the 2022-2023 school year) The teacher of a 
student eligible for a good cause exemption shall submit documentation of the 
relevant exemption and evidence that promotion of the student is appropriate 
based on the student's academic record to the principal. Such evidence shall be 
limited to the student's individual education program, if applicable, alternative 
assessment, or student reading portfolio.

(1) (Applicable beginning with the 2022-2023 school year) The teacher of a student 
eligible for a good cause exemption shall submit documentation of the relevant 
exemption and evidence that promotion of the student is appropriate based on 
the student's academic record to the principal. Such evidence shall be limited 
to the student's individualized education program, if applicable, alternative 
assessment, or student reading portfolio.

(2) The principal shall review the documentation and make an initial 
determination whether the student should be promoted. If the principal 
determines the student should be promoted, the principal shall make a written 
recommendation of promotion to the superintendent for f�inal determination. 
The superintendent's acceptance or rejection of the recommendation shall be 
in writing.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b); 2014-5, s. 5; 2015-46, s. 2; 2021-8, s. 6(f).)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 115C-106.3(1) (b)(2) "Students with disabilities, as def�ined in"
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