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§ 115C-83.5(a) The State Board of Education shall ensure that every student entering kindergarten 
shall be administered a developmental screening of early language, literacy, and math 
skills within 30 days of enrollment.

§ 115C-83.5(b) The State Board of Education shall ensure that every student entering kindergarten 
shall complete a kindergarten entry assessment within 60 days of enrollment.

§ 115C-83.5(c) The developmental screening instrument may be composed of subsections of the 
kindergarten entry assessment.

§ 115C-83.5(d) The kindergarten entry assessment shall (i) address the f�ive essential domains of school 
readiness: language and literacy development, cognition and general knowledge, 
approaches toward learning, physical well-being and motor development, and social 
and emotional development and (ii) yield both qualitative and quantitative data in each 
of these domains. Data obtained through administration of the kindergarten entry 
assessment shall be used to populate relevant f�ields in a longitudinal data base. The 
language and literacy component of the kindergarten entry assessment may be used 
as a formative and diagnostic reading assessment as provided in G.S. 115C-83.6.

§ 115C-83.5(e) The kindergarten entry assessment shall be (i) administered at the classroom level in 
all local school administrative units; (ii) aligned to North Carolina's early learning and 
development standards and to the standard course of study; and (iii) reliable, valid, and 
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appropriate for use with all children, including those with disabilities and those who 
are English language learners.

§ 115C-83.5(f) The results of the developmental screening and the kindergarten entry assessment 
shall be used to inform the following:

(1) The status of children's learning at kindergarten entry.

(2) Instruction of each child.

(3) Ef�forts to reduce the achievement gap at kindergarten entry.

(4) Continuous improvement of the early childhood system.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b); 
2014-5, s. 4.)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 115C-83.6 (d) "diagnostic reading assessment as provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-83.5 (2026).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-83.5(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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