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CHAPTER 115C
ARTICLE 7 - ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOLS

N.C.G.S.§ 115C-72.

Consolidation of districts and
discontinuance of schools.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North ) 21 September 2026, 03:34 UTC f26d8d771c48630662aa7502 -
Carolina, as published by the S.L. 2009-570, s. 27 — fifth act 11dc2daf2745ce539e10b63e -
’ Y in the lineage d10acb681lad4b7ab
General Assembly
§ 115C-72(a) Local boards of education shall have the power and authority to close or consolidate

schools located in the same district, and with the approval of the State Board of
Education, to consolidate school districts or other school areas over which the board
has full control, whenever and wherever in its judgment the closing or consolidation
will better serve the educational interest of the local school administrative unit or any

part of it.

In determining whether two or more public schools shall be consolidated, or in
determining whether or not a school shall be closed and the pupils transferred
therefrom, local boards of education of the several counties shall observe and be bound

by the following rules:
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(2)

In any question involving the closing or consolidation of any public school,
the local board of education of the school administrative unit in which such
school is located shall cause a thorough study of such school to be made, having
in mind primarily the welfare of the students to be affected by a proposed
closing or consolidation and including in such study, among other factors,
geographic conditions, anticipated increase or decrease in school enrollment,
the inconvenience or hardship that might result to the pupils to be affected by
such closing or consolidation, the cost of providing additional school facilities
in the event of such closing or consolidation, and such other factors as the
board shall consider germane. Before the entry of any order of closing or
consolidation, the local board of education shall provide for a public hearing in
regard to such proposed closing or consolidation, at which hearing the public
shall be afforded an opportunity to express their views. Upon the basis of the
study so made and after such hearing, said board may, in the exercise of its
discretion, approve the closing or consolidation proposed.

The provisions of this section shall not deprive any local board of education of
the authority to assign or enroll any and all pupils in schools in accordance with
the provisions of G.S. 115C-366(b) and 115C-367 to 115C-370.

§115C-72(b) This section does not govern merger of a city school administrative unit with another

school administrative unit. Such merger is governed by G.S. 115C-67.

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

e nore Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1955 1982 2009
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1955 . 1372, art. 8, s. 3 S

02 1981 c.423s.1 AENEE

03 1983 c. 308 AMENDED

04 1983 . 752 LIS
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S AuTHoRITIES Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 115C-366(b) (@2 "in accordance with the provisions of "

G.S. 115C-67 (b) "unit. Such merger is governed by"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-72 (2009).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-72(a) (2009).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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