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§ 115C-402(a) The of�f�icial  record of each student enrolled in North Carolina public schools 
shall be permanently maintained in the f�iles of the appropriate school after the 
student graduates, or should have graduated, from high school unless the local 
board determines that such f�iles may be f�iled in the central of�f�ice or other location 
designated by the local board for that purpose.

§ 115C-402(b) The of�f�icial record shall contain, as a minimum, adequate identif�ication data including 
date of birth, attendance data, grading and promotion data, and such other factual 
information as may be deemed appropriate by the local board of education having 
jurisdiction over the school wherein the record is maintained. Each student's of�f�icial 
record also shall include notice of any long-term suspension or expulsion imposed 
pursuant to G.S. 115C-390.7 through G.S. 115C-390.11 and the conduct for which 
the student was suspended or expelled. The superintendent or the superintendent's 
designee shall expunge from the record the notice of suspension or expulsion if the 
following criteria are met:

(1) One of the following persons makes a request for expungement:

a.	The student's parent, legal guardian, or custodian.

b.	The student, if the student is at least 16 years old or is emancipated.

(2) The student either graduates from high school or is not expelled or suspended 
again during the two-year period commencing on the date of the student's 
return to school after the expulsion or suspension.
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(3) The superintendent or the superintendent's designee determines that the 
maintenance of the record is no longer needed to maintain safe and orderly 
schools.

(4) The superintendent or the superintendent's designee determines that the 
maintenance of the record is no longer needed to adequately serve the child.

§ 115C-402(c) Notwithstanding  subdivision  (b)(1)  of  this  section,  a  superintendent  or  the 
superintendent's designee may expunge from a student's of�f�icial record any notice of 
suspension or expulsion provided all other criteria under subsection (b) are met.

§ 115C-402(d) Each local board's policy on student records shall  include information on the 
procedure for expungement under subsection (b) of this section.

§ 115C-402(e) The of�f�icial record of each student is not a public record as the term "public record" 
is def�ined by G.S. 132-1. The of�f�icial record shall not be subject to inspection and 
examination as authorized by G.S. 132-6.

§ 115C-402(f) The actual address and telephone number of a student who is a participant in the 
Address Conf�identiality Program established pursuant to Chapter 15C of the General 
Statutes or a student with a parent who is a participant in the Address Conf�identiality 
Program established pursuant to Chapter 15C of the General Statutes shall be kept 
conf�idential from the public and shall not be disclosed except as provided in Chapter 
15C of the General Statutes.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

8  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1975 1993 2011
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1975 c. 624, ss. 1, 2 E N A C T E D

02 1981 c. 423, s. 1 A M E N D E D
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03 1985 c. 268 A M E N D E D

04 1985 c. 416 A M E N D E D

05 1997 S.L. 1997-443, s. 8.29(s) A M E N D E D

06 2001 S.L. 2001-195, s. 1 A M E N D E D

07 2002 S.L. 2002-171, s. 6 A M E N D E D

08 2011 S.L. 2011-282, s. 13 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

4  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 115C-390.7 (b) "suspension or expulsion imposed pursuant to"

G.S. 115C-390.11 (b) "imposed pursuant to G.S. 115C-390.7 through"

G.S. 132-1 (e) "term "public record" is def�ined by"

G.S. 132-6 (e) "inspection and examination as authorized by"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-402 (2011).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-402(a) (2011).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1975, c. 624, ss. 1, 2; 1981, c. 423, s. 1; 1985, c. 268; c. 416; 1997-443, s. 8.29(s); 2001-195, s. 1; 2002-171, s. 6; 2011-282, s. 13.)
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