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§ 114-8.7(a) The Attorney General shall establish a hotline to receive reports of allegations of 
animal cruelty or violations of the Animal Welfare Act, Article 3 of Chapter 19A of 
the General Statutes, against animals under private ownership, by means including 
telephone, email, and website. The Attorney General shall periodically publicize the 
hotline telephone number, email address, website address, and any other means by 
which the Attorney General may receive reports of allegations of animal cruelty or 
violations of the Animal Welfare Act. Any individual who makes a report under this 
section shall disclose his or her name and telephone number and any other information 
the Attorney General may require.

§ 114-8.7(b) When the Attorney General receives allegations involving activity that the Attorney 
General determines may involve cruelty to animals under private ownership in 
violation of Article 47 of Chapter 14 of the General Statutes, the allegations shall 
be referred to the appropriate local animal control authority for the unit or units 
of local government within which the violations are alleged to have occurred. When 
the Attorney General receives allegations involving activity that the Attorney General 
determines may involve violations of the Animal Welfare Act, the allegations shall 
be referred to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The Attorney 
General shall record the total number of reports received on the hotline and the 
number of reports received against any individual on the hotline.

§ 114-8.7(c)

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 9704e9ad…a2bdc4



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 1 4 - 8 . 7

Notwithstanding other provisions of law, the Department of Justice is authorized to 
spend any federal, State, local, or private funds available for this purpose to administer 
the provisions of this section.

§ 114-8.7(d) Notwithstanding G.S. 147-33.72C and related provisions of law, in order to expedite 
the timely implementation of technology systems to record and manage public 
allegations and complaints received pursuant to this section, the Department of 
Justice is exempted from external agency project approval standards.  (2015-286, s. 
4.36(a); 2025-25, s. 29(1), (5).)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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