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CHAPTER 113A
ARTICLE 2 - INTERSTATE ENVIRONMENTAL COMPACT

N.C.G.S. § 113A-23.

Compact provisions.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North ) ) 21 September 2026,02:14 UTC ~ 9d9abbb7d0fd0e3ff176262c -
. . c. 805, s. 3 — first act in the 1d65867C96f3574d88fb17¢0 -
Carolina, as published by the ]
lineage f2015c6cfcobsda2

General Assembly

The Interstate Environmental Compact is hereby enacted into law and entered into with all other

jurisdictions legally joining herein in the form substantially as follows:

Findings. - Signatory states hereby find and declare:
§ 113A-23(a) The environment of every state is affected with local, state, regional, and national

interests and its protection, under appropriate arrangements for intergovernmental

cooperation, are public purposes of the respective signatories.

§ 113A-23(b) Certain environmental pollution problems transcend state boundaries and thereby

become common to adjacent states requiring cooperative efforts.

§ 113A-23(c) The environment of each state is subject to the effective control of the signatories,

and coordinated, cooperative or joint exercise of control measures is in their common

interests.
(2) Purposes. - The purposes of the signatories in enacting this Compact are:
§113A-23(a) To assist and participate in the national environment protection programs as set

forth in federal legislation; to promote intergovernmental cooperation for multi-state
action relating to environmental protection through interstate agreements; and to
encourage cooperative and coordinated environmental protection by the signatories

and the federal government;

§ 113A-23(b)
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§ 113A-23(a)

§ 113A-23(b)

§ 113A-23(c)

§ 113A-23(d)

§ 113A-23(e)

To preserve and utilize the functions, powers, and duties of existing state agencies
of government to the maximum extent possible consistent with the purposes of the

Compact.

(3) Powers of the United States. - (a) Nothing contained in this Compact shall
impair, affect or extend the constitutional authority of the United States. (b)
The signatories hereby recognize the power and right of the Congress of the
United States at any time by any statute expressly enacted for that purpose to

revise the terms and conditions of its content.

(4) Powers of the States. - Nothing contained in this Compact shall impair or
extend the constitutional authority of any signatory state, nor shall the police

powers of any signatory state be affected.

(1) Short Title. - This Compact shall be known and may be cited as the Interstate

Environmental Compact.

(2) Definitions. - For the purpose of this Compact and of any supplemental or
concurring legislation enacted pursuant or in relation hereto, except as may be

otherwise required by the context:

"State" shall mean any one of the 50 states of the United States of America, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the Territory of the Virgin Islands, but shall not

include the District of Columbia.

"Interstate environment pollution" shall mean any pollution of a stream or body
of water crossing or marking a state boundary, interstate air quality control region
designated by an appropriate federal agency or solid waste collection and disposal

district or program involving the jurisdiction or territories of more than one state.

"Government" shall mean the governments of the United States and the signatory

states.

"Federal government" shall mean the government of the United States of America and
any appropriate department, instrumentality, agency, commission, bureau, division,
branch or other unit thereof, as the case may be, but shall not include the District of

Columbia.

"Signator" shall mean any state which enters into this Compact and is a party thereto.
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(1) Agreements with the Federal Government and other Agencies. - Signatory
states are hereby authorized jointly to participate in cooperative or joint
undertakings for the protection of the interstate environment with the federal

government or with any intergovernmental or interstate agencies.

(1) Signatories may enter into agreements for the purpose of controlling interstate
environmental problems in accordance with applicable federal legislation and
under terms and conditions as deemed appropriate by the agreeing states under

paragraph (6) and paragraph (8) of this Article 4.

(2) Recognition of Existing Nonenvironmental Intergovernmental Arrangements.
- The signatories agree that existing federal-state, interstate or
intergovernmental arrangements which are not primarily directed to
environmental protection purposes as defined herein are not affected by this

Compact.

(3) Recognition of Existing Intergovernmental Agreements Directed to
Environmental Objectives. - All existing interstate compacts directly relating
to environmental protection are hereby expressly recognized and nothing
in this Compact shall be construed to diminish or supersede the powers
and functions of such existing intergovernmental agreements and the

organizations created by them.

(4) Modification of Existing Commissions and Compacts. - Recognition herein
of multi-state commissions and compacts shall not be construed to limit
directly or indirectly the creation of additional multi-state organizations or
interstate compacts, nor to prevent termination, modification, extension, or
supplementation of such multi-state organizations and interstate compacts

recognized herein by the federal government or states party thereto.

(5) Recognition of Future Multi-State Commissions and Interstate Compacts.
- Nothing in this Compact shall be construed to prevent signatories from
entering into multi-state organizations or other interstate compacts which do

not conflict with their obligations under this Compact.
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§ 113A-23(a)

§ 113A-23(b)

(6)

)

Supplementary Agreements. - Any two or more signatories may enter into
supplementary agreements for joint, coordinated or mutual environmental
management activities relating to interstate pollution problems common to
the territories of such states and for the establishment of common or joint
regulations, management, services, agencies or facilities for such purposes or
may designate an appropriate agency to act as their joint agency in regard
thereto. No supplementary agreement shall be valid to the extent that it
conflicts with the purposes of this Compact and the creation of a joint
agency by supplementary agreement shall not affect the privileges, powers,
responsibilities or duties under this Compact of signatories participating

therein as embodied in this Compact.

Execution of Supplementary Agreements and Effective Date. - The Governor
is authorized to enter into supplementary agreements for the State and his
official signature shall render the agreement immediately binding upon the

State; provided that:

The legislature of any signatory entering into such a supplementary agreement shall at

any subsequent legislative session by concurrent resolution bring the supplementary

agreement before it and by appropriate legislative action approve, reverse, modify, or

condition the agreement of that state.

Nothing in this agreement shall be construed to limit the right of Congress by

act of law expressly enacted for that purpose to disapprove or condition such a

supplementary agreement.

(8)

Special Supplementary Agreements. - Signatories may enter into special
supplementary agreements with the District of Columbia or foreign nations
for the same purposes and with the same powers as under paragraph (6),
Article 4, upon the conditions that such nonsignatory party accept the general
obligations of signatories under this Compact. Provided, that such special
supplementary agreements shall become effective only after being consented

to by the Congress.

Jurisdiction of Signatories Reserved. - Nothing in this Compact or in any
supplementary agreement thereunder shall be construed to restrict, relinquish
or be in derogation of, any power or authority constitutionally possessed by any

signatory within its jurisdiction.
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(10)

(11)

1)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
1 ACT

Complementary Legislation by Signatories. - Signatories may enact such

additional legislation as may be deemed appropriate to enable its officers and
governmental agencies to accomplish effectively the purposes of this Compact
and supplementary agreements recognized or entered into under the terms of

this Article.

Legal Rights of Signatories. - Nothing in this Compact shall impair the exercise
by any signatory of its legal rights or remedies established by the United States

Constitution or any other laws of this nation.

Construction. - It is the intent of the signatories that no provision of

this Compact or supplementary agreement entered into hereunder shall be
construed as invalidating any provision of law of any signatory and that nothing
in this Compact shall be construed to modify or qualify the authority of any
signatory to enact or enforce environmental protection legislation within its

jurisdiction.

Severability. - The provisions of this Compact or of agreements hereunder shall
be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provisions of this Compact,
or such an agreement is declared to be contrary to the constitutionality of the
remainder of this Compact or of any agreement and the applicability thereof
to any participating jurisdiction, agency, person or circumstance shall not be
affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining
participating jurisdictions and in full force and effect as to the signatory af -
fected as to all severable matters. It is the intent of the signatories that the
provisions of this Compact shall be reasonably and liberally construed in the

context of its purposes.

Amendments. - Amendments to this Compact may be initiated by legislative
action of any signatory and become effective when concurred in by all

signatories and approved by Congress.

Effective Date. - This Compact shall become binding on a state when enacted
by it into law and such state shall thereafter become a signatory and party

hereto with any and all states legally joining herein.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage
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APPARATUS III

COLOPHON
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

N.C.G.S. § 113A-23

1971 1972
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1971 c.805,s.3 S

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113A-23 (1971).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113A-23(a) (1971).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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