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Legislative findings.
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The General Assembly finds that there are many privately owned lots or tracts of land
in close proximity to the Atlantic Ocean and the coastal waters in North Carolina
that have been and will be adversely affected by hazards such as erosion, flooding,
and storm damage. The sand dunes on many of these lots provide valuable protective
functions for public and private property and serve as an integral part of the beach
sand supply system. Placement of permanent substantial structures on these lots will
lead to increased risks of loss of life and property, increased public costs, and potential

eventual encroachment of structures onto the beach.

The public has traditionally fully enjoyed the State's beaches and coastal waters and
public access to and use of the beaches and coastal waters. The beaches provide
a recreational resource of great importance to North Carolina and its citizens
and this makes a significant contribution to the economic well-being of the State.
The General Assembly finds that the beaches and coastal waters are resources
of statewide significance and have been customarily freely used and enjoyed by
people throughout the State. Public access to beaches and coastal waters in North
Carolina is, however, becoming severely limited in some areas. Also, the lack of
public parking is increasingly making the use of existing public access difficult or
impractical in some areas. The public interest would best be served by providing
increased access to beaches and coastal waters and by making available additional
public parking facilities. There is therefore, a pressing need in North Carolina to
establish a comprehensive program for the identification, acquisition, improvement,

and maintenance of public accessways to the beaches and coastal waters.
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APPARATUS III Citation

FULL SECTION
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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