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In order to protect further the natural gas f�ields and oil f�ields in this State, it is hereby declared to be 
unlawful for any person to permit negligently any gas or oil well to go wild or to get out of control. The 
owner of any such well shall, after 24 hours' written notice by the Department given to him or to the person 
in possession of such well, make reasonable ef�fort to control such well.

In the event of the failure of the owner of such well within 24 hours after service of the notice above provided 
for, to control the same, if such can be done within the period, or to begin in good faith upon service of 
such notice, operations to control such well, or upon failure to prosecute diligently such operations, then 
the Department shall have the right to take charge of the work of controlling such well, and it shall have 
the right to proceed, through its own agents or by contract with a responsible contractor, to control the 
well or otherwise to prevent the escape or loss of gas or oil from such well all at the reasonable expense of 
the owner of the well. In order to secure to the Department the payment of the reasonable cost and expense 
of controlling or plugging such well, the Department shall retain the possession of the same and shall be 
entitled to receive and retain the rents, revenues and income therefrom until the costs and expenses incurred 
by the Department shall be repaid. When all such costs and expenses have been repaid, the Department 
shall restore possession of such well to the owner; provided, that in the event the  income received by 
the Department shall not be suf�f�icient to reimburse the Department as provided for in this section, the 
Department shall have a lien or privilege upon all of the property of the owner of such well, except such as 
is exempt by law, and the Department shall proceed to enforce such lien or privilege by suit brought in any 
court of competent jurisdiction, the same as any other civil action, and the judgment so obtained shall be 
executed in the same manner now provided by law for execution of judgments. Any excess over the amount 
due the Department which the property seized and sold may bring, after payment of court costs, shall be 
paid over to the owner of such well.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 3b0b6476…37128b



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 1 3 - 3 9 6

A P P A R A T U S  I

2  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1945 1959 1973

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1945 c. 702, s. 16 E N A C T E D

02 1973 c. 1262, s. 86 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113-396 (1973).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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(1945, c. 702, s. 16; 1973, c. 1262, s. 86.)
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