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CHAPTER 113

e d

ARTICLE 22 - REGULATION OF WILDLIFE

N.C.G.S.§113-291.4.

Regulation of foxes; study of fox and
fur-bearer populations.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 04:01 UTC fa913f08adcd56d4c5a8d93f -
. . S.L. 2015-144, s. 7(a) — twelfth 7efea89aa2ec8iffabsafoo -
Carolina, as published by the . .
act in the lineage 8575729428e89abf

General Assembly

§113-291.4(a)

§ 113-291.4(b)

§ 113-291.4(c)

§ 113-291.4(d)

§113-291.4(e)

All of the regulatory powers granted the Wildlife Resources Commission generally
with respect to game, wild animals, and wildlife apply to foxes unless there are specific

overriding restrictions in this section.

Except for any closed season under subsection (h), foxes may be taken with dogs both

night and day on a year-round basis.

Foxes may not be taken with firearms except:
@) As provided in subsection (f) or (i) of this section or G.S. 113-291.4A(a).

(2) As an incidental method of humanely killing them following any lawful method

of taking that does not result in death.

(3) When they are lawfully shot under laws and rules pertaining to the destruction

of animals committing depredations to property.
Foxes may not be taken with the aid of any electronic calling device.

The Wildlife Resources Commission is directed to improve its capabilities for
studying fox and fur-bearer populations generally and, on the basis of its present
knowledge and future studies, to implement management methods and impose
controls designed to produce optimum fox and fur-bearer populations in the various

areas of the State.
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§ 113-291.4(f)

§ 113-291.4(f1)

§113-291.4(g)

If, on the basis of its studies and other information available, the Wildlife Resources
Commission determines the population of foxes in an area is fully adequate to
support a harvesting of that population, the Wildlife Resources Commission may,
upon passage of local legislation permitting same, open a season for taking foxes by
trapping. When the season is open for trapping, foxes may also be taken by the use
of methods lawful for taking game animals, including the use of firearms. Any bag,
possession, or season limits imposed on foxes taken from the area in question will

apply in the aggregate to all foxes killed without regard to the method of taking.

In those counties in which open seasons for taking foxes with weapons and by trapping
were established between June 18, 1982, and July 1, 1987, in accordance with the
procedure then set forth in subsection (f) of this section, the Wildlife Resources
Commission is authorized to continue such seasons from year to year so long as the
fox populations of such counties remain adequate to support the resulting harvest.
The counties referred to in this subsection are as follows: Caswell, Clay, Graham,

Henderson, Hyde, Macon, and Tyrrell.

The Wildlife Resources Commission may provide for the sale of foxes lawfully taken
in areas of open season as provided in subsection (f), under a system providing strict
controls. The Wildlife Resources Commission must implement a system of tagging
foxes and fox furs with a special fox tag, and the Commission may charge two dollars
and twenty-five cents ($2.25) for each tag furnished to hunters, trappers, and fur
dealers. The fox tag or tags must be procured before taking foxes by any method
designed to kill foxes or when the intent is to harvest foxes. The number of tags
furnished to any individual may be limited as to area and as to number in accordance
with area, bag, possession, or season limits that may be imposed on foxes. No person
may continue to hunt or trap foxes under this fox harvesting provision unless he still
has at least one valid unused fox tag lawful for use in the area in question. A person
hunting foxes with dogs not intending to kill them need not have any fox tag, but any
fox accidentally killed by that hunter must be disposed of without sale as provided
below, and no foxes not tagged may be sold. The Wildlife Resources Commission may
by rule provide reporting and controlled-disposition requirements, not including sale,
of foxes killed accidentally by dog hunters, motor vehicles, and in other situations; it
may also impose strict controls on the disposition of foxes taken by owners of property
under the laws and rules relating to depredations, and authorize sale under controlled

conditions of foxes taken under depredation permits.
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§ 113-291.4(h)

§ 113-291.4(i)

§ 113-291.4(j)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
12 ACTS

In any area of the State in which the Wildlife Resources Commission determines that
hunting of foxes with dogs has an appreciably harmful effect upon turkey restoration
projects, it may declare a closed season for an appropriate length of time upon the
taking with dogs of all species of wild animals and birds. Except as otherwise provided
in G.S. 113-291.1(d) or (d1), this subsection does not prohibit lawful field trials or the

training of dogs.

Upon notification by the State Health Director of the presence of a contagious
animal disease in a local fox population, the Commission is authorized to establish
such population control measures as are appropriate until notified by public health

authorities that the problem is deemed to have passed.
The Wildlife Resources Commission shall prohibit the use of dogs in hunting foxes

during the period from March 15 through July 15 in Bladen Lakes State Forest Game
Land.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1979 1997 2015
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1979 c.830,s. 1 ENACTED
02 1979 1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1203, ss. 1-3 AMENDED
03 1985 c. 476,5.2 AMENDED
04 1987 c.726,5.1 AMENDED
05 1987 c.827,5.98 AMENDED
o5 1989 c. 504, 5.2 AMENDED
o7 1989 c.616,s. 4 AMENDED
08 1989 c.727,5. 113 AMENDED
o 1991 c. 483, 5. 1(a), (b) AMENDED
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10 1993 c.208,s. 4 AMENDED
il 2008 S.L. 2008-102, s. 3 AMENDED
12 2015 S.L. 2015-144, 5. 7(a) AMENDED
APPARATUS 11 o e
5 AUTHORITIES Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 113-291.4A(a) (©(1) "or (i) of this section or"

G.S. 113-291.1(d) or (d1) (h) "birds. Except as otherwise provided in"
APPARATUS I11 . .

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113-291.4 (2015).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113-291.4(a) (2015).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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(1979, c. 830, s. 1; 1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1203, ss. 1-3; 1985, c. 476, s. 2; 1987, ¢. 726, s. 1; c. 827, 5. 98; 1989, c. 504, s. 2; c.
616, s. 4; c. 727, 5. 113; 1991, c. 483, s. 1(a), (b); 1993, c. 208, s. 4; 2008-102, s. 3; 2015-144, s. 7(a).)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 fa913f08...e89abf




