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§ 113-291.2(a) In accordance with the supply of wildlife and other factors it determines to be of 
public importance, the Wildlife Resources Commission may f�ix seasons and bag limits 
upon the wild animals and wild birds authorized to be taken that it deems necessary 
or desirable in the interests of the conservation of wildlife resources. The authority 
to f�ix seasons includes the closing of seasons completely when necessary and f�ixing 
the hours of hunting. The authority to f�ix bag limits includes the setting of season 
and possession limits. Dif�ferent seasons and bag limits may be set in dif�fering areas; 
early or extended seasons and dif�ferent or unlimited bag limits may be authorized on 
controlled shooting preserves, game lands, and public hunting grounds; and special 
or extended seasons may be f�ixed for those engaging in falconry, using primitive 
weapons, or taking wildlife under other special conditions.

Unless modif�ied by rules of the Wildlife Resources Commission or as provided in 
subsection (f) of this section, the seasons, shooting hours, bag limits, and possession 
limits f�ixed by the United States Department of Interior or any successor agency for 
migratory game birds in North Carolina must be followed, and a violation of the 
applicable federal rules is hereby made unlawful. When the applicable federal rules 
require that the State limit participation in seasons and/or bag limits for migratory 
game birds, the Wildlife Resources Commission may schedule managed hunts for 
migratory game birds. Participants in such hunts shall be selected at random by 
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computer, and each applicant 16 years of age or older shall have the required general 
hunting license and the waterfowl hunting license prior to the drawing for the 
managed hunt. Each applicant under 16 years of age shall either have the required 
general hunting license and the waterfowl hunting license or shall apply as a member 
of a party that includes a properly licensed adult. All applications for managed 
waterfowl hunts shall be screened prior to the drawing for compliance with these 
requirements. A nonrefundable fee of ten dollars ($10.00) shall be required of each 
applicant to defray the cost of processing the applications.

§ 113-291.2(a1) When the Executive Director of the Wildlife Resources Commission receives a 
petition from the State Health Director declaring a rabies emergency for a particular 
county or district pursuant to G.S. 130A-201, the Executive Director of the Wildlife 
Resources Commission shall develop a plan to reduce the threat of rabies exposure 
to humans and domestic animals by foxes, raccoons, skunks, or bobcats in the 
county or district. The plan shall be based upon the best veterinary and wildlife 
management information and techniques available. The plan may involve a suspension 
or liberalization of any regulatory restriction on the taking of foxes, raccoons, skunks, 
or bobcats, except that the use of poisons, other than those used with dart guns, 
shall not be permitted under any circumstance. If the plan involves a suspension or 
liberalization of any regulatory restriction on the taking of foxes, raccoons, skunks, or 
bobcats, the Executive Director of the Wildlife Resources Commission shall prepare 
and adopt temporary rules setting out the suspension or liberalization pursuant to 
G.S. 150B-21.1(a)(1). The Executive Director shall publicize the plan and the temporary 
rules in the major news outlets that serve the county or district to inform the public 
of the actions being taken and the reasons for them. Upon notif�ication by the State 
Health Director that the rabies emergency no longer exists, the Executive Director of 
the Wildlife Resources Commission shall cancel the plan and repeal any rules adopted 
to implement the plan. The Executive Director of the Wildlife Resources Commission 
shall publicize the cancellation of the plan and the repeal of any rules in the major 
news outlets that serve the county or district.

§ 113-291.2(a2) Notwithstanding G.S. 113-306 and Chapter 150B of the General Statutes, when the 
Executive Director of the Wildlife Resources Commission receives notif�ication of 
a new conf�irmed Chronic Wasting Disease-positive cervid in North Carolina, the 
Executive Director of the Wildlife Resources Commission is authorized to issue 
proclamations to establish and modify Primary Surveillance Area(s) and Secondary 
Surveillance Area(s) and mandatory sampling requirements for cervids taken in those 
areas by licensed and license-exempt individuals or those otherwise permitted by the 
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Commission. Each proclamation shall state the hour and date upon which it becomes 
ef�fective and shall be issued at least 48 hours prior to the ef�fective date and time. A 
permanent f�ile of the text of all proclamations shall be maintained in the of�f�ice of the 
Executive Director. Certif�ied copies of proclamations are entitled to judicial notice in 
any civil or criminal proceeding.

§ 113-291.2(b) Any individual hunter or trapper who in taking a wild animal or bird has wounded or 
otherwise disabled it must make a reasonable ef�fort to capture and kill the animal or 
bird. All animals and birds taken that can be retrieved must be retrieved and counted 
with respect to any applicable bag limits governing the individual taking the animal 
or bird.

§ 113-291.2(c) An individual who has lawfully taken game within applicable bag, possession, and 
season limits may, except as limited by rules adopted pursuant to subsection (c1) of 
this section, after the game is dead, possess and personally transport it for his own use 
by virtue of his hunting license, and without any additional permit, subject to tagging 
and reporting requirements that may apply to the fox and big game, as follows:

(1) In an area in which the season is open for the species, the game may be 
possessed and transported without restriction.

(2) The individual may possess and transport the game lawfully taken on a trip:

a.	To his residence;

b.	To a preservation or processing facility that keeps adequate records as prescribed in 
G.S. 113-291.3(b)(3) or a licensed taxidermist;

c.	From a place authorized in subparagraph b to his residence.

(3) The individual may possess the game indef�initely at his residence, and may 
there accumulate lawfully-acquired game up to the greater of:

a.	The applicable possession limit for each species; or

b.	One half of the applicable season limit for each species.

The above subdivisions apply to an individual hunter under 16 years of age covered 
by the license issued to his parent or guardian, if he is using that license, or by the 
license of an adult accompanying him. An individual who has lawfully taken game as 
a landholder without a license may possess and transport the dead game, taken within 
applicable bag, possession, and season limits, to his residence. He may indef�initely 
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retain possession of such game, within aggregate possession limits for the species in 
question, in his residence.

§ 113-291.2(c1) In the event that the Executive Director f�inds that game carcasses or parts of game 
carcasses are known or suspected to carry an infectious or contagious disease that 
poses an imminent threat to the health or habitat of wildlife species, the Wildlife 
Resources Commission shall adopt rules to regulate the importation, transportation, 
or possession of those carcasses or parts of carcasses that, according to wildlife disease 
experts, may transmit such a disease.

§ 113-291.2(d) Except in the situations specif�ically provided for above, the Wildlife Resources 
Commission may by rule impose reporting, permit, and tagging requirements that 
may be necessary upon persons:

(1) Possessing dead wildlife taken in open season after the close of that season.

(2) Transporting dead wildlife from an area having an open season to an area with 
a closed season.

(3) Transporting dead wildlife lawfully taken in another state into this State.

(4) Possessing dead wildlife after such transportation.

The  Wildlife  Resources  Commission  in  its  discretion  may  substitute  written 
declarations to be f�iled with agents of the Commission for permit and tagging 
requirements.

§ 113-291.2(e) Upon application of any landholder or agent of a landholder, the Executive Director 
or the Executive Director's designee may issue to the landholder or agent a special 
permit and a number of special antlerless or antlered deer tags that in the judgment 
of the Executive Director or designee is suf�f�icient to accommodate the landholder 
or the landholder's agent's deer population management objectives, correct any deer 
population imbalance that may occur on the property, or address disease management 
in deer population. Subject to applicable hunting license requirements, the special 
deer tags may be used by any person or persons selected by the landholder or his agent 
as authority to take antlerless deer, including male deer with "buttons" or spikes not 
readily visible, or antlered deer on the tract of land concerned during any established 
deer hunting season. The Executive Director or designee may stipulate on the permit 
that special deer tags for antlered deer, if applicable, may only be valid for deer that 
meet certain minimum harvest criteria. The Executive Director or designee may also 
def�ine on the permit valid hunt dates that fall outside of the general deer hunting 
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season, manner of take, and disease testing requirements. Harvested antlerless or 
antlered deer for which special tags are issued shall be af�f�ixed immediately with a 
special deer tag and shall be reported pursuant to the Commission's requirements 
for big game harvest reporting. The Wildlife Resources Commission may of�fer an 
alternate reporting system when the Commission determines that such an alternate 
system is appropriate. Antlerless or antlered deer taken under this program and tagged 
with the special tags provided shall not count as part of the daily bag, possession, and 
season limits of the person taking the deer.

§ 113-291.2(f) The Commission is authorized to issue proclamations to set seasons, shooting hours, 
bag limits, and possession limits that are congruent with the season framework 
established by the United States Department of Interior or any successor agency. The 
Commission may delegate this authority to the Executive Director. Each proclamation 
shall state the hour and date upon which it becomes ef�fective and shall be issued at 
least 48 hours prior to the ef�fective date and time. A permanent f�ile of the text of 
all proclamations shall be maintained in the of�f�ice of the Executive Director. Certif�-
ied copies of proclamations are entitled to judicial notice in any civil or criminal 
proceeding.

The Executive Director shall make a reasonable ef�fort to give notice of the terms of 
any proclamation to persons who may be af�fected by it. This ef�fort shall include press 
releases to communications media, posting of notices at boating access areas and 
other places where persons af�fected may gather, personal communication by agents 
of the Wildlife Resources Commission, and other measures designed to reach persons 
who may be af�fected. Proclamations under this subsection shall remain in force until 
rescinded following the same procedure established for enactment.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 8  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1935 1979 2023
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1935 c. 486, ss. 16, 17 E N A C T E D
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02 1949 c. 1205, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1973 c. 1262, s. 18 A M E N D E D

04 1977 c. 499, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1979 c. 830, s. 1 A M E N D E D

06 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1285, s. 7 A M E N D E D

07 1981 c. 681, s. 1 A M E N D E D

08 1987 c. 38 A M E N D E D

09 1987 c. 827, s. 98 A M E N D E D

10 1989 c. 642, s. 2 A M E N D E D

11 1995 c. 181, s. 1 A M E N D E D

12 1997 S.L. 1997-402, s. 2 A M E N D E D

13 1999 S.L. 1999-339, s. 7 A M E N D E D

14 2003 S.L. 2003-344, ss. 7, 8 A M E N D E D

15 2005 S.L. 2005-82, s. 2 A M E N D E D

16 2007 S.L. 2007-401, s. 3 A M E N D E D

17 2009 S.L. 2009-221, s. 1 A M E N D E D

18 2023 S.L. 2023-69, s. 2.2(b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

4  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 130A-201 (a1) "particular county or district pursuant to"

G.S. 150B-21.1(a)(1) (a1) "the suspension or liberalization pursuant to"

G.S. 113-306 (a2) "Notwithstanding"

G.S. 113-291.3(b)(3) (c) "keeps adequate records as prescribed in"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113-291.2 (2023).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113-291.2(a) (2023).
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