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§ 113-187(a)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any person who participates in a commercial f�ishing operation conducted in violation 
of any provision of this Subchapter and its implementing rules or in an operation 
in connection with which any vessel is used in violation of any provision of this 
Subchapter and its implementing rules is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.

§ 113-187(b)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any owner of a vessel who knowingly permits it to be used in violation of any provision 
of this Subchapter and its implementing rules is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.

§ 113-187(c)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any person in charge of a commercial f�ishing operation conducted in violation of any 
provision of this Subchapter and its implementing rules or in charge of any vessel used 
in violation of any provision of this Subchapter and its implementing rules is guilty of 
a Class A1 misdemeanor.

§ 113-187(d)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any person in charge of a commercial f�ishing operation conducted in violation of 
the following provisions of this Subchapter or the following rules of the Marine 
Fisheries Commission; and any person in charge of any vessel used in violation of 
the following provisions of the Subchapter or the following rules, shall be guilty of a 
Class A1 misdemeanor. The violations of the statute or the rules for which the penalty 
is mandatory are:

(1) Taking or attempting to take, possess, sell, or of�fer for sale any oysters, mussels, 
or clams taken from areas closed by statute, rule, or proclamation because of 
suspected pollution.
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(2) Taking or attempting to take or have in possession aboard a vessel, shrimp 
taken by the use of a trawl net, in areas not opened to shrimping, pulled by 
a vessel not showing lights required by G.S. 75A-6 after sunset and before 
sunrise.

(3) Using a trawl net in any coastal f�ishing waters closed by proclamation or rule 
to trawl nets.

(4) Violating the provisions of a special permit or gear license issued by the 
Department.

(5) Using or attempting to use any trawl net, long haul seine, swipe net, mechanical 
methods for oyster or clam harvest or dredge in designated primary nursery 
areas.

§ 113-187(e)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any person who takes menhaden or Atlantic thread herring by the use of a purse seine 
net deployed by a mother ship and one or more runner boats in coastal f�ishing waters 
is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.  (1965, c. 957, s. 2; 1973, c. 1102; c. 1262, ss. 28, 86; 
1977, c. 771, s. 4; 1979, c. 388, s. 5; 1987, c. 641, s. 6; c. 827, s. 98; 1989, c. 275, s. 2; 1993, 
c. 539, s. 839; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1997-400, s. 4.1; 2012-190, s. 3(a).)

§ 113-187.  (Ef�fective December 1, 2026) Penalties for violations of Subchapter and 
rules.

§ 113-187(a)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any person who participates in a commercial f�ishing operation conducted in violation 
of any provision of this Subchapter and its implementing rules or in an operation 
in connection with which any vessel is used in violation of any provision of this 
Subchapter and its implementing rules is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.

§ 113-187(b)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any owner of a vessel who knowingly permits it to be used in violation of any provision 
of this Subchapter and its implementing rules is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.

§ 113-187(c)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any person in charge of a commercial f�ishing operation conducted in violation of any 
provision of this Subchapter and its implementing rules or in charge of any vessel used 
in violation of any provision of this Subchapter and its implementing rules is guilty of 
a Class A1 misdemeanor.

§ 113-187(d)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any person in charge of a commercial f�ishing operation conducted in violation of 
the following provisions of this Subchapter or the following rules of the Marine 
Fisheries Commission; and any person in charge of any vessel used in violation of 
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the following provisions of the Subchapter or the following rules, shall be guilty of a 
Class A1 misdemeanor. The violations of the statute or the rules for which the penalty 
is mandatory are:

(1) Taking or attempting to take, possess, sell, or of�fer for sale any oysters, mussels, 
or clams taken from areas closed by statute, rule, or proclamation because of 
suspected pollution.

(2) Taking or attempting to take or have in possession aboard a vessel, shrimp 
taken by the use of a trawl net, in areas not opened to shrimping, pulled by 
a vessel not showing lights required by G.S. 75A-6 after sunset and before 
sunrise.

(3) Using a trawl net in any coastal f�ishing waters closed by proclamation or rule 
to trawl nets.

(4) Violating the provisions of a special permit or gear license issued by the 
Department.

(5) Using or attempting to use any trawl net, long haul seine, swipe net, mechanical 
methods for oyster or clam harvest or dredge in designated primary nursery 
areas.

§ 113-187(e)

C L A S S  A 1  
M I S D E M E A N O R

Any person who takes menhaden or Atlantic thread herring by the use of a purse seine 
net deployed by a mother ship and one or more runner boats in coastal f�ishing waters 
is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.

§ 113-187(f)

I N F R A C T I O N

Notwithstanding subsection (a) or subdivision (d)(4) of this section, any person 
who operates a shellf�ish aquaculture operation who commits any of the following 
violations shall be punished as follows:

(1) For an improperly marked shellf�ish lease area, a f�irst of�fense shall be 
punishable only by issuance of a warning ticket pursuant to G.S. 113-140. A 
second of�fense within one month of the issuance of a warning ticket shall be 
punishable as an infraction as provided in G.S. 14-3.1. A third of�fense within 
one month of the issuance of a warning ticket shall be punishable as a Class 3 
misdemeanor.

(2) For operating under an expired aquaculture operation permit, if the violation 
occurs within one month of the expiration of the permit, the violation shall be 
punishable only by issuance of a warning ticket pursuant to G.S. 113-140.
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(3) For operating under an expired shellf�ish lease agreement, if the violation occurs 
within one month of the expiration of the agreement, the violation shall be 
punishable only by issuance of a warning ticket pursuant to G.S. 113-140.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1965 1996 2026
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1965 c. 957, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 1973 c. 1102 A M E N D E D

03 1973 c. 1262, ss. 28, 86 A M E N D E D

04 1977 c. 771, s. 4 A M E N D E D

05 1979 c. 388, s. 5 A M E N D E D

06 1987 c. 641, s. 6 A M E N D E D

07 1987 c. 827, s. 98 A M E N D E D

08 1989 c. 275, s. 2 A M E N D E D

09 1993 c. 539, s. 839 A M E N D E D

10 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) A M E N D E D

11 1997 S.L. 1997-400, s. 4.1 A M E N D E D

12 2012 S.L. 2012-190, s. 3(a) A M E N D E D

13 2026 S.L. 2026-11, s. 15(a) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N
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G.S. 75A-6 (d)(2) "vessel not showing lights required by"

G.S. 113-140 (f)(1) "of a warning ticket pursuant to"

G.S. 14-3.1 (f)(1) "as an infraction as provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113-187 (2026).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113-187(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1965, c. 957, s. 2; 1973, c. 1102; c. 1262, ss. 28, 86; 1977, c. 771, s. 4; 1979, c. 388, s. 5; 1987, c. 641, s. 6; c. 827, s. 98; 1989, c. 
275, s. 2; 1993, c. 539, s. 839; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1997-400, s. 4.1; 2012-190, s. 3(a); 2026-11, s. 15(a).)
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