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As used in this Article:

"Commercial f�ishing operation" means any activity preparatory to, during, or subsequent to the taking of 
any f�ish, the taking of which is subject to regulation by the Commission, either with the use of commercial 
f�ishing equipment or gear, or by any means if the purpose of the taking is to obtain f�ish for sale. Commercial 
f�ishing operation does not include (i) the taking of f�ish as part of a recreational f�ishing tournament, unless 
commercial f�ishing equipment or gear is used, (ii) the taking of f�ish under a RCGL, or (iii) the taking of f�ish 
as provided in G.S. 113-261.

"Commission" means the Marine Fisheries Commission.

"Division" means the Division of Marine Fisheries in the Department of Environmental Quality.

"Immediate family" means the mother, father, brothers, sisters, spouse, children, stepparents, stepbrothers, 
stepsisters, and stepchildren of a person.

"License year" means the period beginning 1 July of a year and ending on 30 June of the following year.

"North Carolina resident" means a person who is a resident within the meaning of G.S. 113-130(4).

"RCGL" means Recreational Commercial Gear License.

"RSCFL" means Retired Standard Commercial Fishing License.

"SCFL" means Standard Commercial Fishing License.  (1997-400, s. 5.1; 1997-443, s. 11A.119(b); 1998-225, 
s. 4.9; 2001-213, s. 2; 2004-187, s. 6; 2015-241, s. 14.30(u).)
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A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 113-261 (null)(1) "taking of f�ish as provided in"

G.S. 113-130(4) (null)(5) "a resident within the meaning of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 113-168 (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
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