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CHAPTER 108A
ARTICLE 4 - PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND SOCIAL SERVICES APPEALS AND ACCESS TO RECORDS

N.C.G.S. § 108A-80.

(Effective until October 1, 2026) Conf -
identiality of records.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 01:27 UTC 31c085f5f0ea376803b0b076 -
. . S.L. 2026-1, s. 3C.9(a) — d2afe6b59fe1a2351de78981 -
Carolina, as published by the ) ) .
fifteenth act in the lineage d113e2473c3eaf15
General Assembly
§ 108A-80(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (b1) of this section, it shall be unlawful for any

person to obtain, disclose or use, or to authorize, permit, or acquiesce in the use of any
list of names or other information concerning persons applying for or receiving public
assistance or social services that may be directly or indirectly derived from the records,
files or communications of the Department or the county boards of social services,
or county departments of social services or acquired in the course of performing off -
icial duties except for the purposes directly connected with the administration of the
programs of public assistance and social services in accordance with federal law, rules

and regulations, and the rules of the Social Services Commission or the Department.

§ 108A-80(b) The Department shall furnish a copy of the recipient check register monthly to
each county auditor showing a complete list of all recipients of Work First Family
Assistance in Standard Program Counties and State-County Special Assistance, their
addresses, and the amounts of the monthly grants. An Electing County whose checks
are not being issued by the State shall furnish a copy of the recipient check register
monthly to its county auditor showing a complete list of all recipients of Work
First Family Assistance in the Electing County, their addresses, and the amounts
of the monthly payments. These registers shall be public records open to public
inspection during the regular office hours of the county auditor, but the registers or
the information contained therein may not be used for any commercial or political

purpose. Any violation of this section shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor.

§ 108A-80(b1)

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 31c085f5...3eaf15



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 108A-80

§ 108A-80(c)

§ 108A-80(d)

§ 108A-80(a)

§ 108A-80(b)

The Department may share confidential information concerning a person receiving
public assistance or social services with a local school administrative unit and with the
Department of Public Instruction. Disclosure is limited to that information necessary
to establish, coordinate, or maintain appropriate educational services for the person

receiving public assistance or social services.

Any listing of recipients of benefits under any public assistance or social services
program compiled by or used for official purposes by a county board of social services
or a county department of social services shall not be used as a mailing list for political
purposes. This prohibition shall apply to any list of recipients of benefits of any
federal, State, county or mixed public assistance or social services program. Further,
this prohibition shall apply to the use of such listing by any person, organization,
corporation, or business, including but not limited to public officers or employees
of federal, State, county, or other local governments, as a mailing list for political

purposes. Any violation of this section shall be punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.

The Social Services Commission may adopt rules governing access to case files
for social services and public assistance programs, except the Medical Assistance
Program. The Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services shall have
the authority to adopt rules governing access to medical assistance case files. (1937, c.
288, ss. 18, 48; 1939, c. 395, s. 1; 1957, c. 100, s. 1; 1969, c. 546, s. 1; cc. 735, 754; 1973, c.
476,.138; 1977, 2nd Sess., c. 1219, 5. 19; 1981, c. 275, s. 1; c. 419, s. 4; 1993, c. 539, ss. 819,
820; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1997-443, ss. 11A.118(a), 12.12; 2010-31, s. 10.19A();
2014-100, s. 8.39(a).)

§ 108A-80. (Effective October 1, 2026) Confidentiality of records.

Except as provided in subsections (b), (b1), and (b2) of this section, it shall be unlawful
for any person to obtain, disclose, or use, or to authorize, permit, or acquiesce in
the use of, any list of names or other information concerning persons applying for
or receiving public assistance or social services that may be directly or indirectly
derived from the records, files, or communications of the Department or the county
boards of social services, or county departments of social services or acquired in
the course of performing official duties except for the purposes directly connected
with the administration of the programs of public assistance and social services in
accordance with federal law, rules, and regulations, and the rules of the Social Services

Commission or the Department.
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§ 108A-80(b1)

§ 108A-80(b2)

§ 108A-80(c)

The Department shall furnish a copy of the recipient check register monthly to
each county auditor showing a complete list of all recipients of Work First Family
Assistance in Standard Program Counties and State-County Special Assistance, their
addresses, and the amounts of the monthly grants. An Electing County whose checks
are not being issued by the State shall furnish a copy of the recipient check register
monthly to its county auditor showing a complete list of all recipients of Work
First Family Assistance in the Electing County, their addresses, and the amounts
of the monthly payments. These registers shall be public records open to public
inspection during the regular office hours of the county auditor, but the registers or
the information contained therein may not be used for any commercial or political

purpose. Any violation of this section shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor.

The Department may share confidential information concerning a person receiving
public assistance or social services with a local school administrative unit and with the
Department of Public Instruction. Disclosure is limited to that information necessary
to establish, coordinate, or maintain appropriate educational services for the person

receiving public assistance or social services.

The Department shall promptly refer any applicant or recipient for which citizenship
or satisfactory immigration status could not be verified to the United States
Department of Homeland Security or any other appropriate federal authority for
investigation and enforcement. This referral shall be made if either of the following

occurs:

(1) After a reasonable opportunity period to verify citizenship or satisfactory

immigration status, the status could not be verified.

(2) Upon receipt of verification, the verification indicates that the applicant or
recipient (i) is not a United States citizen or lacks satisfactory immigration
status and (ii) has entered the United States without inspection or admission,

or has remained beyond the expiration of an authorized period of stay.

Any listing of recipients of benefits under any public assistance or social services
program compiled by or used for official purposes by a county board of social services
or a county department of social services shall not be used as a mailing list for political
purposes. This prohibition shall apply to any list of recipients of benefits of any
federal, State, county or mixed public assistance or social services program. Further,
this prohibition shall apply to the use of such listing by any person, organization,

corporation, or business, including but not limited to public officers or employees
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§ 108A-80(d)

END OF SECTION TEXT
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of federal, State, county, or other local governments, as a mailing list for political

purposes. Any violation of this section shall be punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.

The Social Services Commission may adopt rules governing access to case files
for social services and public assistance programs, except the Medical Assistance
Program. The Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services shall have

the authority to adopt rules governing access to medical assistance case files.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1982 2026
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o 1937 c. 288, ss. 18, 48 ENACTED
02 1939 c.395,5.1 AMENDED
03 1957 c.100,s. 1 AMENDED
o4 1969 c.546,5.1 AMENDED
08 1969 cc. 735, 754 AMENDED
06 1973 c. 476,5.138 AMENDED
07 1977 2nd Sess., ¢. 1219, s. 19 AMENDED
08 1981 €. 275,5.1 AMENDED
09 1981 c.419,s.4 AMENDED
= 1993 c. 539, ss. 819, 820 AMENDED
i 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) AMENDED
i 1997 S.L. 1997-443, ss. 11A.118(a), 12.12 AMENDED
= 2010 S.L. 2010-31, s. 10.19A() AMENDED
1 2014 S.L. 2014-100, s. 8.39(a) AMENDED
oS 2026 S.L. 2026-1, s. 3C.9(a) AMENDED
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 108A-80 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 108A-80(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1937, c. 288, ss. 18, 48; 1939, c. 395, s. 1; 1957, ¢. 100, s. 1; 1969, c. 546, s. 1; cc. 735, 754; 1973, c. 476, s. 138; 1977, 2nd Sess.,
c. 1219, 5. 19; 1981, c. 275, s. 1; c. 419, s. 4; 1993, c. 539, ss. 819, 820; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1997-443, ss. 11A.118(a),
12.12; 2010-31, s. 10.19A(i); 2014-100, s. 8.39(a); 2026-1, s. 3C.9(a).)
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