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Power to acquire lands as State forests; 
donations or leases by United States; leases 
for recreational purposes.
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§ 106-876(a) The Governor may, upon recommendation of the Department, accept gifts of land to 
the State to be held, protected, and administered by the Department as State forests, 
and to be used so as to demonstrate the practical utility of timber culture and water 
conservation, and as refuges for game. The gifts of land must be absolute except in 
cases where the mineral interest on the land has previously been sold. The Department 
may purchase lands in the name of the State, suitable chief�ly for the production of 
timber, as State forests, for experimental, demonstration, educational, and protection 
purposes, using for these purposes any special appropriations or funds available. The 
Department may acquire by condemnation under the provisions of Chapter 40A of 
the General Statutes areas of land in dif�ferent sections of the State that may in the 
opinion of the Department be necessary for the purpose of establishing or developing 
State forests and other areas and developments essential to the ef�fective operation 
of the State forestry activities under its charge. Condemnation proceedings shall be 
instituted and prosecuted in the name of the State, and any property so acquired shall 
be administered, developed, and used for experiment and demonstration in forest 
management, for public recreation, and for other purposes authorized or required by 
law. Before any action or proceeding under this section can be exercised, the approval 
of the Governor and Council of State shall be obtained and f�iled with the clerk of the 
superior court in the county or counties where the property is located. The Attorney 
General shall ensure that all deeds to the State for land acquired under this section 
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are properly executed before the gift is accepted or payment of the purchase money is 
made.

§ 106-876(b) The Department may accept as gifts to the State any forest and submarginal farmland 
acquired by the federal government that is suitable for the purpose of creating and 
maintaining State forests or enter into longtime leases with the federal government 
for the areas and administer them with funds secured from their administration in 
the best interest of longtime public use, supplemented by any appropriations made 
by the General Assembly. The Department may segregate revenue derived from State 
hunting and f�ishing licenses, use permits, and concessions, and other proper revenue 
secured through the administration of State forests, to be deposited in the State 
treasury to the credit of the Department to be used for the administration of these 
areas.

§ 106-876(c) The authority granted to the Department under this section is in addition to any 
authority granted to the Department under any other provision of law.  (2011-145, s. 
13.25(o).)
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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