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CHAPTER 106
ARTICLE 49B - MEAT INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS; ADULTERATION AND MISBRANDING

N.C.G.S. §106-549.17.

Inspection of animals before slaughter;
humane methods of slaughtering.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 02:54 UTC 607150799f6c61248c30€318 -
. . S.L. 1997-142, s. 6 — fifth act 6f2e43e3adBab3c70b46216¢ -
Carolina, as published by the . .
in the lineage 61299dbcfab05b88
General Assembly
§106-549.17(a) For the purpose of preventing the use in intrastate commerce, as hereinafter provided,

of meat and meat food products which are adulterated, the Commissioner shall cause
to be made, by inspectors appointed for that purpose, an examination and inspection
of all cattle, sheep, swine, goats, fallow deer, red deer, bison, horses, mules, and
other equines before they shall be allowed to enter into any slaughtering, packing,
meat-canning, rendering, or similar establishment in this State in which slaughtering
and preparation of meat and meat food products of such animals are conducted for
intrastate commerce; and all cattle, sheep, swine, goats, fallow deer, red deer, bison,
horses, mules, and other equines found on such inspection to show symptoms of
disease shall be set apart and slaughtered separately from all other cattle, sheep,
swine, goats, fallow deer, red deer, bison, horses, mules, or other equines, and when
so slaughtered, the carcasses of said cattle, sheep, swine, goats, fallow deer, red deer,
bison, horses, mules, or other equines shall be subject to a careful examination and
inspection, all as provided by the rules and regulations to be prescribed by the Board

as herein provided for.

§106-549.17(b) For the purpose of preventing the inhumane slaughtering of livestock, the
Commissioner shall cause to be made, by inspectors appointed for that purpose, an
examination and inspection of the method by which cattle, sheep, swine, goats, fallow
deer, red deer, bison, horses, mules, and other equines are slaughtered and handled
in connection with slaughter in the slaughtering establishments inspected under
this law. The Commissioner may refuse to provide inspection to a new slaughtering
establishment or may cause inspection to be temporarily suspended at a slaughtering
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establishment if the Commissioner finds that any cattle, sheep, swine, goats, fallow

deer, red deer, bison, horses, mules, or other equines have been slaughtered or

handled in connection with slaughter at such establishment by any method not

in accordance with subsection (c) of this section until the establishment furnishes

assurances satisfactory to the Commissioner that all slaughtering and handling in

connection with slaughter of livestock shall be in accordance with such a method.

§ 106-549.17(c) Either of the following two methods of slaughtering of livestock and handling of

livestock in connection with slaughter are found to be humane:

)

(2)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |

In the case of cattle, calves, fallow deer, red deer, bison, horses, mules, sheep,
swine, and other livestock, all animals are rendered insensible to pain by a
single blow or gunshot or an electrical, chemical, or other means that is rapid

and effective, before being shackled, hoisted, thrown, cast, or cut; or

By slaughtering in accordance with the ritual requirements of the Jewish faith
or any other religious faith that prescribes a method of slaughter whereby

the animal suffers loss of consciousness by anemia of the brain caused by the
simultaneous and instantaneous severance of the carotid arteries with a sharp

instrument and handling in connection with such slaughtering.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Ry Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1969 1983 1997
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

o1 1969 c.893,5.3 ENACTED

02 1981 c.376,5.1 AMENDED

03 1991 c.317,5.6 AMENDED

04 1995 c.194,5.3 AMENDED

05 1997 S.L.1997-142, 5. 6 AMENDED
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 106-549.17 (1997).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 106-549.17(a) (1997).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1969, c. 893, s. 3; 1981, c. 376, 5. 1; 1991, c. 317, 5. 6; 1995, c. 194, s. 3; 1997-142, 5. 6.)
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