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CHAPTER 105
ARTICLE 43 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT SALES AND USE TAXES FOR PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

N.C.G.S. § 105-509.

Local election on adoption of sales and
use tax - regional public transportation
authority.
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§105-509(a) Special District. - A regional public transportation authority may create a special

district that consists of the entire area of one or more counties within its territorial
jurisdiction and may levy on behalf of the special district the tax authorized in this
section. The proceeds of a tax levied under this section may be used only for the
benefit of the special district and only for the purposes provided in this Article. If
a referendum in a district fails in all the counties in the district, the transportation

authority may abolish the special district.

§ 105-509(b) Resolution. - The board of trustees of the regional public transportation authority may,
if all of the conditions listed in this subsection have been met, direct the respective
county board or boards of elections to conduct an advisory referendum within the
special district on the question of whether a local sales and use tax at the rate of
one-half percent (1/2%) may be levied within the district in accordance with this Part.
The tax may not be levied without voter approval. The election shall be held on a date
jointly agreed upon by the authority, the county board or boards of commissioners,
and the county board or boards of elections and shall be held on a date permitted by

and in accordance with the procedures of G.S. 163-287. The conditions are as follows:

(1) The board of trustees has obtained approval to conduct a referendum by a vote

of the following:
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§ 105-509(c)

§ 105-509(d)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS II
1 AUTHORITY

a.A majority vote of each of the county boards of commissioners within the special

district, if it is a multicounty special district.

b.A majority of the county board of commissioners within the special district, if it is

a single-county special district.

(2) A public hearing is held on the question by the board or boards of

commissioners at least 30 days before the date the election is to be held.

Ballot Question. - The form of the question to be presented on a ballot for a special

election concerning the levy of a tax authorized by this Article shall be:
" FOR [ ]AGAINST

One-half percent (1/2%) local sales and use taxes, in addition to the current local sales

and use taxes, to be used only for public transportation systems."

Expansion. - If a special district created under this Part does not include all the
counties in the territorial jurisdiction of a transportation authority, it may be expanded
to include an additional whole county or counties by joint action of the board of
trustees of the transportation authority and the board of commissioners of the county
or boards of commissioners of the counties to be added, with the approval of the voters
in the county or counties to be added. The procedure for expansion of a district is
the same as for the initial creation of the district, but the referendum shall be held
separately within each of the counties to be added. (2009-527, s. 2(b); 2013-381, s. 10.11;
2017-6, s. 3; 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 163-287 (b) "in accordance with the procedures of"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 105-509 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 105-509(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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