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Before a prospective party signs a collaborative law participation agreement, a prospective collaborative 
lawyer shall do all of the following:

Assess with the prospective party factors the lawyer reasonably believes relate to whether a collaborative 
law process is appropriate for the prospective party's matter.

Provide the prospective party with information that the lawyer reasonably believes is suf�f�icient for the 
prospective party to make an informed decision about the material benef�its and risks of a collaborative 
law process as compared to the material benef�its and risks of other reasonably available alternatives for 
resolving the proposed collaborative matter, such as litigation, mediation, arbitration, or expert evaluation. 
The information provided shall include the respective rules regarding privilege and conf�identiality that 
apply to each of the alternative means of resolving disputes.

Advise the prospective party that:

a.	After signing a collaborative law participation agreement, if a party initiates a proceeding or seeks 
tribunal intervention in a pending proceeding related to the collaborative matter, the collaborative law 
process terminates, except as provided in G.S. 1-647.

b.	Participation in a collaborative law process is voluntary and any party has the right to terminate 
unilaterally a collaborative law process with or without cause.

c.	The collaborative lawyer and any lawyer in a law f�irm with which the collaborative lawyer is associated 
shall not appear before a tribunal to represent a party in a proceeding related to the collaborative matter, 
except as authorized by G.S. 1-647, 1-649(c), 1-650(b), or 1-651(b).  (2020-65, s. 1.)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 90b4ad53…8529d9



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 - 6 5 4

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 1-647 "process terminates, except as provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-654 (2026).
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