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CHAPTER 1
ARTICLE 53 - UNIFORM COLLABORATIVE LAW ACT

N.C.G.S. § 1-645.

Beginning and concluding collaborative
law process; tolling of time periods.
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§1-645(a) Participation in a collaborative law process is voluntary. A collaborative law process

begins when the parties sign a collaborative law participation agreement.

§1-645(b) A tribunal shall not order a person to participate in a collaborative law process over

that person's objection.

§ 1-645(c) A collaborative law process is concluded by any of the following:
(1) Resolution of a collaborative matter as evidenced by a signed record.
(2) Resolution of a part of the collaborative matter, evidenced by a signed record,

in which the parties agree that the remaining parts of the collaborative matter

will not be resolved in the collaborative law process.

(3) Termination of the process.
§1-645(d) A collaborative law process terminates upon the occurrence of any of the following:
(1) When a party or collaborative lawyer gives notice to all other parties in a record

that the collaborative law process is ended.
(2) When a party does any of the following:

a.Begins a proceeding related to the collaborative matter without the agreement of all

parties, except as provided in G.S. 1-647.
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b.In a pending proceeding related to the collaborative matter, does any of the

following:

1.Without the agreement of all parties, initiates a pleading, motion, order to show

cause, or request for a conference with the tribunal, except as provided in G.S. 1-647.
2.Requests that the proceeding be put on the tribunal's active calendar.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (g) of this section, when a party
discharges a collaborative lawyer or a collaborative lawyer withdraws from

further representation of a party.

A party's collaborative lawyer shall give prompt notice to all other parties in a record

of a discharge or withdrawal.
A party may terminate a collaborative law process with or without cause.

Notwithstanding the discharge or withdrawal of a collaborative lawyer, a collaborative
law process continues, if not later than 30 days after the date that the notice of the
discharge or withdrawal of a collaborative lawyer required by subsection (e) of this

section is sent to the parties, all of the following occur:
(1) The unrepresented party engages a successor collaborative lawyer.
(2) In a signed record, all of the following occur:

a.The parties consent to continue the collaborative law process by reaffirming the

collaborative law participation agreement.

b.The collaborative law participation agreement is amended to identify the successor

collaborative lawyer.

c.The successor collaborative lawyer confirms the lawyer's representation of a party
in the collaborative law process and adherence to the collaborative law participation

agreement.

A collaborative law process does not conclude if, with the consent of the parties, a
party requests a tribunal to approve a resolution of the collaborative matter or any

part thereof as evidenced by a signed record.

A collaborative law participation agreement may provide additional methods of

concluding a collaborative law process.
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
1 AUTHORITY

APPARATUS III

A collaborative law participation agreement tolls all legal time periods applicable
to legal rights and issues under law between the parties from the time the parties
sign a collaborative law participation agreement until terminated as set forth in this
subsection. This subsection applies to any applicable statutes of limitations, statutes
of repose, filing deadlines, or other time limitations imposed by law, court rule, or
court order. The tolling period continues until terminated by any party delivering
notice to all other parties of an intent to terminate the tolling period. The notice shall
be delivered by hand delivery or by certified mail, return receipt requested, to all other
parties, and the tolling period terminates 30 days after receipt by the last party to
receive the notice. (2020-65, s. 1.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 1-647 () "all parties, except as provided in"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-645 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-645(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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