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Within ten years an action -

Upon a judgment or decree of any court of the United States, or of any state or territory thereof, from the 
date of its entry. No such action may be brought more than once, or have the ef�fect to continue the lien of 
the original judgment.

Upon a judgment rendered by a justice of the peace, from its date.

Upon a sealed instrument or an instrument of conveyance of an interest in real property, against the 
principal thereto. Provided, however, that if action on an instrument is f�iled, the defendant or defendants 
in such action may f�ile a counterclaim arising out of the same transaction or transactions as are the 
subject of plaintif�f's claim, although a shorter statute of limitations would otherwise apply to defendant's 
counterclaim. Such counterclaim may be f�iled against such parties as provided in G.S. 1A-1, Rules of Civil 
Procedure.

For the foreclosure of a mortgage, or deed in trust for creditors with a power of sale, of real property, where 
the mortgagor or grantor has been in possession of the property, within ten years after the forfeiture of 
the mortgage, or after the power of sale became absolute, or within ten years after the last payment on the 
same.

For the redemption of a mortgage, where the mortgagee has been in possession, or for a residuary interest 
under a deed in trust for creditors, where the trustee or those holding under him has been in possession, 
within ten years after the right of action accrued.

Repealed by Session Laws 1959, c. 879, s. 2.

Repealed by Session Laws 2019-164, s. 1, ef�fective July 26, 2019, and applicable to actions arising on or after 
that date.  (C.C.P., ss. 14, 31; Code, s. 152; Rev., s. 391; C.S., s. 437; 1937, c. 368; 1959, c. 879, s. 2; 1961, c. 115, 
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s. 2; 1969, c. 810, s. 1; 1991, c. 268, s. 2; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 742, s. 1(a); 1997-456, s. 27; 1999-221, s. 3; 
2004-203, s. 15(a); 2019-164, s. 1.)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 1A-1 (null)(2) "against such parties as provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-47 (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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